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CLAIM SCHOOL VIOLATES FACTORY LAWS-NEL- SON

BITTER AGAINST NEGLECT
"If we had the authority to prose-

cute in this case, there would be no
time lost in swearing out a warrant
for the arrest of Jake Loeb, Mr.
Snoop or whoever might be respon-
sible."

So runs closing paragraph of let-
ter to The Day Book from Oscar Nel-
son, chief state factory inspector.
Public schools don't come inside of
the health, comfort and safety law of
Illinois, Nelson explains. But if
schools were included, then school
board or school administration offi-

cials would be liable for breaking
safety laws which specify certain
safeguards around machinery for
the protection of workers. The last
place for any bunk and graft in eva-
sion of the safety-fir- st laws is the
public schools, according to Nelson.
He writes on July 8:

"I have had inspection made of all
technical high schools connected
with our board of education and have
in each instance sent to the board
written suggestions for guarding
machinery and the safeguarding of
dangerous conditions. In each in-

stance, on reinspection, we found our
suggestion had not been complied
with, and it has necessitated consid-
erable correspondence tq get any of
the work done.

"Today I sent a deputy inspector
to Crane Technical high school, Van
Buren st and Oakley blvd. We had
addressed the board on Dec. 30, 1914,
pointing out that gears on engine
lathe were not enclosed; projecting
set screws in hubs of friction
clutches were a menace; rubber
matting or other suitable material be
installed on floor around all band
saws or other similar machines to
insure safe and firm foothold for op-

erators, as a slip on the part of an
operator might mean the loss of a
finger or arm, belts were not guard-
ed; upper jwheels of two band-saw-s
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were not guarded; jointer knives
were not guarded; four emery and
polishing wheels were not equipped
with a suction system to remove
dusts and grindings, and, therefore,
were a menace to the health of the
pupils operating the same; driving
and feed gears on drill press were
not guarded; the engine flywheels
were a decided hazard in the fact
that there existed no railing or other
guard. around them; no wire mesh,
or other covering was found on their
ventilating fans ? the top of the ele-
vator car wasn't properly guarded.

"Mr. Wm. J. Bartholf, principal of
this school, explained to the deputy
inspector that he had transmitted
the suggestion of our department to
the board of education when he re-
ceived the over a year ago that
he was unable to comply with these
suggestions without material and
other things necessary being furnish-
ed by the board. Yesterday he
called up the board in the presence
of the inspector and talked, to three
or four persons, each of whom in
turn referred him to someone else.

"Surely something Is amiss in the
supervision of the board of educa-
tion when such an important matter
as the safeguarding of dangerous
machinery is overlooked in our tech-
nical schools. The state is requiring
employers to safeguard their ma-
chinery. The safety-fir- st movement
has developed to a considerable ex-

tent as a result of the provisions of
the statute, yet we find that our pub-
lic school system, which is expected
to train its pupils for positions as
technical men in the indutrial world,
fail to guard the machinery in the
schools and thereby set a very poor
example to the pupils who are after-
ward expected to supervise indus-
trial establishments after completing
their technical training.

"If we had authority under the law
to prosecute inJthJ& case, there wouldf
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