
MORE BACHELORS CRIMINALS THAN MARRIED
MEN NEXT MARRIED ONES WITHOUT KIDDIES

BY JAMES POPE
Police Court Defender of Los Angeles
. Los Angeles, July 12. I have
made the starling discovery, in ana-
lyzing statistics in criminal cases,
that 90 per cent of the criminals in
the city jail here are bachelors. This
seems to indicate that conditions in
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bachelordom tend to make men
criminals or that persons with crim-

inal instincts are inclined to become
bachelors.

In a series of 400 cases which
passed through my office there was
no definite economic condition that
would result in crime. Out of this
number I found between six and sev-
en bachelors for every married man

hi jail. I believe that this proportion
is stable and that the examination of
cases for a year would show about
the same percentage.

The exact figures were: Single
men, 326; married men, 48; married
men with children, 26. The ages of
the prisoners varied from 18 to 73
years. I remember only two cases,
where the prisoners were boys of 18.
The majority were 21 or older.

During a period of seven days
there were ten bachelors in the city
jail to each married man and I have
seen the record run as high as 15 to
one in a single day. Only about half
of the married prisoners have chil-
dren and nany of the -- married ones
were separated from their families
at the time of their arrest N

As a rule, women who take up
crime are also single or at least sep-
arated from their husbands and fam-
ilies. This is hard to prove because
women prisoners are inclined not to
tell the truth. When a woman lands
in jail she generally claims to be mar-
ried and declares that if her husband
hears of her predicament he will for-
sake her forever. She also claims to
be the mother of several small chil-
dren, dependent on her care all of
which, nine times out of ten, is un-
true.

But when they lie to me I am glad,
because it shows they have pride left
and I can do a lot with pride.

All that is necessary is for me to
say: "Let's eliminate all these details.
Your name' isn't Sarah Morgan. I
will call you Elizabeth Westmore-
land. Ifswe must use a fictitious
name, let us use a pretty one." Inva-
riably the story of he husband and
the large family dissolves and I get,
the truth that usually the woman
is unmarried, and if married has no
chi ren. She understands that false-
hood is useless and that confidence
will not be abused. She learns that
truthful answers will help her .and
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