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The strike at the La Kurba Cigar
Co., 229 N. State sL, is still on.

Owners and agents of the La Kur-

ba Co. has spread a report that the
strike is over in hope of inducing
dealers to resume handling the
brands the company makes, say tha
strikers.

The La Kurba Co. make the Lord
Clair, La Panto, Girf Bernard and the
Chicago Motor Club brands of cigars.

A few days ago the La Kurba Co.
printed a big ad in the
Journal saying the strike was over.
Agents of the company have mean-
while been making rounds of dealers,

the report that the strike
was over, say strikers.

Workers of the La Kurba Co. have
within five years found it necessary
to go on strike eight times in an en-

deavor to secure a living wage or de-

cent working conditions.
Once the workers seem to have

won, but a branch of the company,
an open shop, was started at Benton
Harbor, Mich. This would
give the company the upper hand. It

. forced the in the Chica-
go shop into another strike after it
switched the of its
brands to the Benton Harbor factory.
Since the workers have gone on
strike they have gummed up the

little game of playing one
factory against the other.

"The consistent aim of this con-
cern has been to break up the union,

its workers and fill its cof-

fers with the gold made from the
sweat of its Chicago
and what it could not get out of them
it is trying to get out of the Benton
Harbor says the strike
committee in a statement issued to-

day.
"The company has cut wages ruth-

lessly. To be sure of getting its work
for os little pav as possible it
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WORKERS DENY STRIKE KURBA CIGAR
COMPANY OVER
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conditions in the trade; they do not
know that their working for small
wages makes it impossible for their
feDow workers to make a living
wage. But they are making it easier --
for the manufacturers to increase

pile.
"Most abominable of all the acts of

the La Kurba Co. has been its system
of employing professional strike-
breakers. Among the men it got to
work when the union men went out
were some-wh- were outcasts of the
labor world.

"In the long run these strikebreak-
ers do no good to the firms employ-
ing them. History shows that firms
which persisted in employing them
have gone to the wall, perhaps be-

cause Ihe man who smokes, be he a
labor union man or not, has often an
ingrained sense of repulsion at pur-
chasing a thing which he knows is
being produced under a condition un-
fair to society.

"How far the La Kurba Co. can go
on with its way of doing things re-
mains to be seen. It is the right of
the public to demand that the cigars
it buys are made by
workmen and under the American
standard of. wages and living condi-
tions.

"At the outset of the present strike
we offered to supply the company
with all the cigarmakers it needed.
All we asked was that it put the Chi-
cago wage scale into effect in the
Benton Harbor factory. We offered
to work under an agreement by
which the company would have been
at liberty to employ nonunion work- -
ers or whomever it pleased if we
could not supply the men in three
days.

"We asked for the settlement of
future troubles by arbitration. This
method of collective bargaining is
deemed the most fair, most just and
most American method of reasona-
bly adjusting differences between


