
HEALEY CRACKS WHIP ON POLICE SUSPENDS
FOUR FOR ORGANIZING CLUB

Resentment against the action of
Chief of Police Healey in stripping
the stars from the breasts of "Square
Deal Mike" O'Connor and three otHer
patrolmen ran high among members
of the police dep't. A long court
fight with the rank and file of the
police dep't lined up against Healey
and the administration crowd is ex-
pected.

O'Connor, Town Hall station; Alex
W. Crandall, Woodlawn station; John
L. Sullivan, Rogers Park, and John
J. Dowling, Lake street, were sus-
pended by the chief because they
have been prominent in the organi-
zation of the Chicago Patrolmen's
Social, Athletic and Efficiency club.
Behind Healey's move the police see
the hand of gang politicians trying to
muzzle the patrolmen.

The policenfen hit by the Big Stick
wielded by Healey have known all
along that politicians, business inter-
ests and certain newspapers were
trying to prevent them from organ-
izing, but, headed by "Square Deal
Mike," a patrolman at Town Hall
station, they have gone steadily
ahead.

Healey has been unable to give one
single reason why the administration
is against the patrolmen's club. He
vaguely mentioned politics, but the
big Democrats as well as the Repub-
licans seem fearful of the police or-
ganizing.

The club has 1,800 members. They
have all declared their intention of
sticking with O'Connor and the three
others under suspension. They may
also demand that they be suspended,
it is said, so tha.t the matter might
be thoroughly thrashed out in the
courts. The police club has a state
charter.

O'Connor has been elected every
year for twelve years by the patrol-
men of Chicago to represent them
on. the police pension board. The
balloting for this position is secret.

Attempts by commanding officers to
change from the Australian system
and ballot, so that officers would
know how patrolmen vote, have been
blocked by O'Connor and his friends.
Sergeants who have run against
O'Connor as candidates have always
been defeated by large majorities.
The nickname of "Square Deal Mike"
has come to O'Connor through the
straight way he has stood for the best
interests of the patrolmen.

The police pension reserve now
amounts to $260,000. The amount
paid out in pensions each year runs
above $800,000.

Control of this reserve and power
to manipulate the $800,000 between
the time it is paid in and paid out is
talked about among patrolmen as
one of the motives back of the fight
on O'Connor.

Why" the commanding officers
should be allowed to have a club and
meet aiul lay plans for legislative
lobbying is a puzzle to some patrol-
men. They feel that the rank and
file patrolmen are entitled to the
same right of collective association
which is assumed by captains and
lieutenants in the Commanding
Officers' club.
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BUT WILL HE DROP OUT?

If Gov. Dunne will step'out of the
race for governor he can have any
job he wants that Pres. Wilson can
give, according' to reports from
Washington.

It is said that the administration
has expressed its willingness to give
Dunne a place on the newly-create- d

farm loan board if he,will only give
up his ambition to be governor again.

It is also said that the administra-
tion has decided that Raymond
Robins won't do as the Illinois

candidate, but some other
prominent Progressive or progres-
sive Democrat will be backed by Wil-

son if Dunne can be Induced to quit.


