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By H. M. Egbert

"The sentence of the court is that
Private Albert Kane be dishonorably
dismissed from the service of the
government."

Col. Scott snapped out the words.
Private Albert Kane raised his head
and looked at the officers for the first
time. Drunkard, wastrel, outcast, he
had expected a minimum of two
years' imprisonment. And that was
all his sentence to be dismissed
from the regiment

"You're lucky, Kane. Wish I was
in your shoes," said one of his com-
panions, as he gathered his things
together. "Going east, I suppose."

"Yes," answered Kane nonchalant-
ly, and walked toward the entrance
of the camp.

Kane was free. He had enlisted
six months before, after a year of
dissipation, in the vain hope of for-
getting the past Once, so long ago
that the memory of that time was
like a dream to him, he had been a
decent man.

He had had a good position ic a
western city and he had loved Dor-
othy Davis, whom he knew to be the
one woman in the world whom he
must love forever. At last he had
been in a position to ask her to be-

come bis wife. And she had broken
the news to him that she was en-

gaged to be married. It was to Col.
Scott, a man considerably her senior,
and Kane had gathered that if he had
asked her sooner however,
there was no use speculating about
that.

Kane gave up his position and he
hardly remembered anything of the
year that followed. Suffice it that,
at the end of it he found himself pen-
niless outside an army camp in Tex
as. He nad the sudden thought of
redeeming himself. Here, at least,
there would be life of action. Kane
enlisted.

He found the monotony of army
life in the little border post intoler-
able. He found CoL Scott was his
commanding officer. He found that
every week he saw Dorothy. He fled
from the sight of her, and fortunate-
ly for him she did not recognize him
in his soldier's uniform. Once he
was sent on a message with the ser-

vant and fled. He ate his heart out.
He became known as the worst sol-

dier in the regiment. He was con- -
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In a Moment He Was Away

tinually punished. At last he com-
mitted a graver offense against disci-
pline than drunkenness and negli-
gence and was tried by courtmartial
and disohonorably discharged.

In his relief from his fate he re-
solved to go east and try to make a
man of himself. But as he stepped,
with his bundle upon his arm, across
the enclosure, he saw Dorothy com-
ing toward him.

In vain he turned his eyes away.


