
GARY COMMERCIAL CLUB DOESN'T WANT
NEW FACTORIES NOR LABOR UNIONS

To find out anything about labor
organization in Garv. Ind.. you'll
have to find a Grapevine. Spies are
high, low and everywhere in Gary.
The Steel trust workman who shows
any leanings toward organization,
who talks out loud any kind of a
wish for a union of all the steel
workers of Gary,, loses his job and in
a hurry.

The day after the $81,000,000 quar-
terly dividend split last week a Day
Book reporter went to Gary, located
a Grapevine and this is what the
Grapevine leaked:

"Gary was laid out to beat labor
in any and every attempt at organi-
zation. Look at a map of the works.
Walk around town and see it

"The big mills are surrounded by
a lake, a river and high bluffs. There
are only two exits or entrances. You
go in and out by the Bjroadway or
Virginia street gates. A machine gun
at each of those gates or a small
squad of guards with rifles could
keep everybody in and could keep out
an enormous force.

"The Gary Commercial club is a
stool pigeon for the Steel trust Or-e- rs

from the Steel trust are that no
other industries shall get a foothold
there. Other industries might mean
the beginning of organization. For
instance, a Crown Point overall fac-

tory wanted to come here. It saw a
chance to sell its product cheap and
yet with a profit to the many workers
who use overajls and must pay the
freight cost of hauling them here.
The committee on industries of the
Gary Commercial club rebuffed the
efforts of the Crown Point overall
factory. The outside concern didn't
ask for a bonus. All it wanted was
a chance to buy a site at a reasonable
price. It met such a frost that noth-
ing could induce it to come here.
Other manufacturers have had the
same experience.

"The gteel trust wants to keep

this town isolated. It wants its work-
men 'shut off from contact with
workmen of any other mills or shops
that are organized or where there is
even talk of organization.

"The committee on industries of
the Gary Commercial club has for its
members Capt Horace Norton, prop-
erty agent of the Gary Land Co., a
subsidiary of the Steel trust, and
George H. Manlove, who has ap-
peared in litigation for the Steel
trust. In one suit Manlove was re-

tained at $150 a month for some
time.

"The slogan of this town is 'Pluck
Me.' Besides the exploitation through
low wages and a ur day,
week and high real estate rentals of
the Gary Land Co., which owns 1,080
houses, there is the Gary State bank,
the Gary Heat Light & Wafer Co., the
big Alschuler department store at
Broadway and 5th av., the Gary ho-
tel, all 'Of which are either owned
outrightly by Steel company direc-
tors and henchmen or are paying
high land rentals to the steel com-
pany which owns the land they oper-
ate on.

"Any workingman fool enough to
buy real estate has a tax burden load-
ed onto him high in comparison with
the Steel trust Vice Pres. Buffing-to- n

of the U. S. Steel Co., advertis-
ing the beauties of Gary real estate
and industrials, stated publicly last
spring that the U. S. Steel Co. had
$70,000,000 worth of property in
Gary. A group of live citizens on the
quiet got busy, hired lawyers and
raised the tax schedules from
$5,000,000 to $11,000,000. As I said
before the slogan is 'Pluck Me'."
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WARM WEATHER, PERHAPS
The Young Ladies' Auxiliary

marched in the parade and there was
30 of them. Their uniforms consist-
ed of a iiarrow blue sash, New-
town (Ga.) News.
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