
ities necessarily is opposed to public
interest

Norris will introduce a bill calling
for the construction or purchase of
a nation-wid- e system a line from
the Atlantic to the Pacific" and from
the gulf to the lakes. This he will
propose to operate as a model utility,
both as to treatment of the public in
rates and to employes in pay.

"Watered stock is the great evil
of railways," said Norris. "Many of
them must earn interest and divi-

dends on from two to five times their
actual value.

"Nothing, therefore, is more un-

fair and unintelligent than to 'cuss'
railroad manager. Simply hired men,
they must operate with such econo-
my toward their employes and with
such a atti-
tude toward the public that the sur-
prise is that the blow-u-p has not
come sooner.

"This strike is as inevitable as
summer or winter."

New York, Aug. 5. Unless de-

mands now before shipping compa-
nies are granted, international sea-
men's union, with a membership of
45,000 on the great lakes, the Paci-
fic and Atlantic coasts, will strike,
"wfien the four big railroad brother-
hoods go out," as the latter threaten
to do.

Cleveland, Aug. 5. Officials rep-
resenting 10,000 lake seamen and
firemen in every part of the Great
Lakes are here today how
to carry out demands made on em-

ployers.
Methods were discussed to force

lake carriers to grant better work- -
ing conditions and obey the new fed-

eral seamen's act, which the unions
say is disregarded.

Washington, Aug. 5. Trainmen
are pleased over the attitude of Pres.
Wilson that he will not in any way
make a move toward preventing the
strike of 400,000 trainmen until it
has been shown that the railroad
conference committee of managers
and the representatives of the rail-- 1

way brotherhoods, who will meet in
New York on Aug 8, have been un-
able to harmonize the difference
growing out of the demands of the
men.

Not only did the senate commit-
tee yesterday take the workers' side
of this question, but it refused a re-
quest of the chamber of commerce
for hearings on the subject

A vote was not taken, but an in-

formal canvass of the committee
showed the members apparently
unanimous that congress has not
power to enforce arbitration unless
both sides desire it.

Washington, Aug. 5. Large rail-
roads of the TJ. S. have just closed
their books on the most prosperous
year recorded in their history, ac-
cording to figures by the interstate
commerce commission.

Figures based upon eleven months'
records indicate that the total in-
come of roads in the U. S. that have
a yearly revenue of over $1,000,000
will be well in excess of $1,000,000,-00- 0.

The income for 1915 was little in
excess of $700,000,000 and has hov-
ered around these figures for some
years. .

This year the roads earned over
$4,400 for every mile of road oper-
ated, i

STARVATION AND DEATH LURK
BEHIND THREATENED STRIKE,

SAYS TRANSPORTATION MAN
By Kenneth W. Payne

New ork, Aug. 5. Tne country-
wide strike of our railroads, which
menaces the entire United States,
;hreatens the tie-u- p of billions of
capital, idleness for the workers of
the country, starvation and death
throughout the land, the upheaval of
our social and political institutions
in fact, bloody revolution itself!

Such are the possibilities broqght
out by Prof. Emery R. Johnson of
the University of Pennsylvania,
whose books on railroad transporta-
tion for student and public and whose


