BY JANE WHITAKER

“The possession of & bank acrount
ie frequently the cause of such do-
mestic strife between husband and
wife that they grow to dislike each
other In their squabbling over the
money.

“The law does not require that a
man shall give his wife money; many
men who are excellent husbands do
not give thelr wives money; the law
requires only that a husband shall
support his wife,

“Men and women marry without
any (dea of toleration. A woman
owes us much to the marriage con-
tract a8 a man does; she should feel
an equual responsibility. The man
who supparts his wife has a right to
expert that she will fulfill her obliga-
tions to him.

“No-woman should continue to lve.
with an abusive man, nor with a man
who has become repugnant to her.
Upon that we all agree. But the
question upon which many of us dis-
agree is whether a man should have
to support a wife when she decides
he Is repugnant tQ her and leaves
him.

“Pwo familles, wife and mother-
in-law, cannot live contentedly under
one roof except In rare cases A
wife’s place, hiowever, is in the home
her husband provides for her and it
is her duly to try to make that home
@ bhappy one

“The court of domestic relations is
not ‘an adjuster of marital differ-
epnces; it 1s & criminal court where
under the law a man found guilty
ol abandonment of his wife or of
non-support may be sentenced to the
Bridewell."

That is a little of the philosophy
of Judge Hosea Wells, who now pre-
sides over the court of domestie rela-
tions, and whether you entirely agree
or disagres wity him you will find a
cerfain amount of homely truth in
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his conclusions.

Already 1 can predict for you that
Judge Wells will not be popular with
the ladies who patronize the court of
“domestic revelations,” as it has
been called, and, alresdy, by the
grapevine route of dissatisfied do-
mesticity, the news has traveled that
the “new judge of the court sn't 8o
easy with women," One wife who
had expected to have a motion come
before the court to have her allow=
ance Increased becauss her husband
ls earning more money decided she
would not take a chance after she
had spent & moming lstening to the
decisions of the judge. Another girl-
wile, seeking pointers with the idea
that she “wouldn't put up with Frank
much longer,” decided she would
wait & while before she started any
action,

Those who have watched the
court closely have been a little
afraid that it might become & waa-
pon of harm in that women woull
not feel j8 necessary to use any tol-
erance nor attemot to kesp up the
contentment of home life In their
knowledge that it Is easy to make a
man support & wife by taking him
into court. « The law Iz & splendid
one to punish worthless husbands
and compel them to discharge the
obligations they assumed when they
married ; it Is dangerous if it becomes
merely a support wedge to render
ensy the breaking up of a bome.

The homely philssophy of the pres-
ent presiding judge found its expres-
sion yesterday in two of the typical
cases that come into the court

“He has $1,500 in the bank and
owns the bouse" said Mrs. Martin
Lursen, who has been married since
1884. "1 don't want to live with him
sny longer; he fs mean to me. He
wants me to pay rent for the house.
I want him to divide the money with
me, for we saved it together, and
leave me alone,”




