Fuel Co., which supplies the far
South Side, were today alarmed to
find that the wagon drivers would
give them but half of their regular
orider. A person who had been gpt-
ting 50 pounds a day was given but
“We have had to curtail our sales,”
gnid C. F. Jones, manager of the
Ridge company. “We have been buy-
ing lce from the Consumers Co. The
Consumers Co. has five years' supply
of ice in storage houses in the Wis-
consin lake mglon but can't get the
ice to Chicago because of & shortage
of labor in the lake region.”

A rumor that ice companies of the
city were stacking up & reserve sup-
ply in and near the city to seil at
fancy prices in case af a rall strike
was dented by every ice dealer ques-
tionad.

“In cass of a rall strike the Con-
sumers Co. will not be shle to get
‘s pound of ice into the city and we
have no reserve supply here,” saaid’
General Manager Campbell of the
Consumers Co.

‘“We have discontinued sales to
small dealers except where the deal-
ers had contracts we could not break
and have instructed our drivers to
s&ll the users but 50 per cént of thelr
usual supply. In case of a sirike we
could not get lce to Chicago from the
Wizconsin ldkes "

“There will be a calamity in Chi-
cago If there is n mail strike,"” sald A,
E. Boyle, manager of Boyle Bros. Ice
Co,, & big North Side conesrn. “We
would try to get some ice for the
bables and hospitals, bul Tdon’t know
how we would get it here. We would
simply have to shut up business
while the strike was on, 1 am afrald.

We had to close four depols yesters

day for lack of fce.™

“less than lU per cent of the Ice
ustd in Chicago Is manufactured
fce,” sald Herman Oetting, manager
of Oetting Hros,, lce jobbers, “And
in case of a rall strike the arilficial
companies will have to quit making

“e7 they Tun out of coal™

Oetting was the only dealar who
didnut cmnp]nln of Inabllity to get

"We have no trouble getting our
fco into the city,” said Oetting, “but
we are limiting the dealers to the
smount they were getting before
the shortage, If we did not the whole
season's supply at the Wisconsin and
Michigan Iakes would be sold out in
Jess than two weeks.”

Oetting' Bros. sell exclusively to
wagon dealers,

M. A. E Hamper, 1401 Irving
Park blvd, whose husband owns an
Ice route, sald todiy that the big as
as well as the little ice comipanies
were suffering from the'jce shortage.

*“The Consumers Co. cut
prices and adyertised so extensively
that it bas driven most of the litile
fellows out of business” said Mre
Harper, “but I think it is baving a
hard time getting fce for its own
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Herman Winkelman, 3744 W.
North av., who gets lce from his own
storage houses in Wisconsln, sald
hig, ice houses would be empty iIn
two weeks if the demand kept up.
"We are paying $4 a day for labor,
but can’t get men to load the ice cars
at the lakes' sald Winkelman, “Ev-
ery company in the city Is selllag all
the ice It can gel, but can't get
enough.”

“We can't get the lce away from
the lakest" sald the manager of the
Jetl'ersun Iee Co,, 652 W. Grand av.

“There is no ice storage In the city
and none can be bmn;ht In if the
raitrond men strike.”

The Lincoin Iee Co., 468 Greens *

view av., told the same story of in-
ability to get iabor fo load the ice on
the cars at the Iakes. The Pure loe
Co. makes artificial ice and will run
until its coal gives out in case of a
rall strika, but has not a poutid of Ice
in storage.

The manager of Hermsn Bros. lce
& Coal Co., 1500 8. Jefferson, which
Is =ald to have refused to sell (o some
Wat Side customenrs, hung up the re-
celver withou! cormmen! when & re

.




