
ca' of the flag. (3) The circumstanc-
es of the composition of the two
songs. Every American knows of the
thrilling night and morning when
Francis Scott Key wrote 'The ed

Banner.' It is not general-
ly known that the words of 'Amer-
ica' were originally composed to

at a Sunday school picnic."
That is the history of the song the

element would like to
popularize to the exclusion of the
"Star-Spangl- Banner." Sung to
tune of "God Save the King," it helps
perpetuate the fiction that we are a
nation of Anglo-Saxon- s. "The

Banner," in its original
form, cannot be utilized to further
the policy.
Therefore, the national anthem is
under the ban of Anglomanias.
From a viewpoint of a broad rfation-- al

spirit, these are the reasons why
a sectional song by a Yankee Prot-
estant minister, who wrote it for a
Yankee Protestant Sunday school
picnic, is objectionable.

It is especially unsuitable for
Catholic celebration. Think of Cath-
olic boys and girls singing:

Land where my fathers died,
Land of the Pilgrims' pride.

A few months aeo the Freeman
commenting on the impropriety of
having such stuff sung in Catholic
schools said: "We have heard of the
doggerel lines of 'America,' written
by a Protestant minister for a Prot-
estant Sunday school picnic to the
tune of 'God Save the King,' being
sung at Catholic school exhibitions
under .the auspices of Catholic
priests who, if they lived in Massa-
chusetts in the time of the Pilgrim
fathers, would have met with short
shrift from these gentry whom Cath-
olic children in Catholic schools indi-

rectly are taught to hold in rever-
ence.

In the article from which we have
quoted we expressed the hope that
the next time "America" should be
sung at one of these exhibitions,
something should be done to call at

tention to the inappropriateness of
doing honor to the memory of narrow-

-minded bigots of the Cromwell
breed. If any of our readers happen
to be present on an occasion when
this offense shall be repeated, we ad-

vise them to hiss and hiss vigorously.
No matter if they disturb the har-
mony of the proceedings. Their do-

ing so will help bring out the true M
character of "America," which never
should be sung at a Catholic gather-
ing."

GREAT IS BUNK. How strong
our railroad executives are for the
public good, for the underpaid 70 per
cent of their employes, ior tne prin-
ciple of peaceful settlement of labor
disputes! To what infinite pains are
they not willing to go lest the rail-

road brotherhoods mislead the public
mto believing the engineers, firemen,
etc., would rather wont eignt nours
in place of the ten or more? And how
heartily they spend their hard-earn-

cash with our honest-speakin- g

press! But yet how these proud
gentlemen have fallen.' Remember
only a little while ago how they
needed only to whisper to their trus-

ties In our state and national legisla-
tures, and. nresto. the deed was done.

Sad times, indeed, are these for the
pillars of society, for the elite to
whom God in His infinite wisdom
committed our natural resources and
the control of'the trusts and rail-- '
roads. Soon we shall be as common-
place as the Europeans, whom' the
mad horror of war has converted to
the gradual extinction of the rights
of unlimited private exploitation by
the strong of their fellowmen.

Verily, the proud shall be humbled
.and the lowly exalted, and our pros-- .

titute press, true to its connections, W
shall contain an increasing number
of lamentations over the shortage of
labor in the face of Increasing

for its products. Meanwhile
our oily politicians, forced to placate
Inhnr nn the eve of a presidential

1 election, secretly mutter and scheme
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