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OREGON HAS PLAN TO END POVERTY AND
UNEMPLOYMENT

Editor's Wote. The citizens of
Oregon will vote at the fall election
on a Constitutional amendment to
establish a 'People Land and Loan
Law in that state. The proposed
measure is one of the most advanced
pieces of legislation ever presented
to the people of any state.

If enacted it will go far, say its
supporters, to eliminate poverty and
unemployment. It will abolish the
practice of holding land for specula-
tion; will do away with stilted values
of land and make a brighter, freer
and happier class of working people.
The measure is unusually refreshing
in these days of land monopoly and
landlordism, of high rental values,
high cost of living and unsatisfactory
working conditions in all the states.

BY WILLIAM S. U'REN
Of Portland, Ore., Father of the Ini-

tiative and Referendum and One
of the Leading Progressives

of America
The Oregan State Federation of

Labor and the Central Labor Coun-
cil of Portland and vicinity have ini-

tiated the People's Land and Loan
Law not only to provide public reve-
nue, but to abolish the evil trinity of
land monopoly, unemployment and
landlordism.

When this law is adopted it will be
easy and profitable for any man to
get and keep land in Oregan for his
own use and occupation.

It will be altogether unprofitable
for any person to own land in Ore
gon for purposes of speculation or
of collecting rent from other persons
for permission to use and occupy his
land, separate from rent for the im
provements.

So many people believe that God
or natural law makes riches and
great wealth for a wey men, with
poverty and half starvation for most
of the workers, that it may be well
to begin description Qt the Oregon

plan by proving that these evils were
once wholly abolished tor centuries,
throughout a mighty empire, by
man-ma- laws.

The story is told in the first vol-

ume of Prescott's "Conquest of
Peru" and "Staircase Farms of the
Ancients," by 0. F. Cook in the Geo-

graphic Magazine for May, 1916.
I can give but the barest outlirie

here, but if every voter would read
this book and magazine, there would

y
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be a revolution in this country before
another presidential campaign.

Peru was an empire of 8,000,000
people and 600,000 square miles of
land.

"No man, however humble, suf-

fered from want of food or clothing.
In all the land neither a thief nor a
vicious man, nor a bad, dishonest
woman was known. The men all had
hpnest and profitable employment.


