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OREGON HAS PLAN TO END POVERTY AND

UNEMPLOYMENT
BY WILLIAM S. U'REN

Of Portland, Ore., Lawyer, Father of
Initiative and Referendum and

One of Leading Progressrves
of America

The proposed constitutional amend-
ment to establish a People's Land
and Loan law in Oregon is intended
to provide ample revenue for all pub-
lic needs; to make the state freer
from land speculators and landlords,
from poverty and unemployment. It
would cause wage workers to be
eagerly sought for, as was the case
in California in the early days of gold
mining.

This proposed law levies a perma-
nent annual tax on all land equal to
the fair rental value, without consid-
ering rental value of improvements.
This land rental value is to be reap-
praised every fifth year. Two-thir-

of this revenue is for the ex-
penses of state and local govern-
ments; one-thi- is for a state loan
fund, for loans to homemakers in
town aind country.

A loan to one person shall not exa
ceed $1,500. loans In
cured by the improvements and shall

made by installments as the im-
provements progress, if necessary.
These loans without interest for
the first five and the rate shall
not 6 cent per annum for
th following 15 years. The loan fund
is available only to persons whose
property does $2,250.

Personal property and land im-
provements are exempt tax,

only for local purposes, when
the levy is initiated the people of
the taxing district and approved by
a majority of those voting.

The law is complete in detail and
including full defini-

tions of land "improvements" and of
"land." It differs from the socalled
single tax only in this, that it does
prohibit income, inheritance "and
license taxes.

lts first effect will be to put out of
business all land speculators and
land monopolists, and all landlords
who collect rent for the use of land,
separate from the rent for improve-
ments. This will increase the returns;
to labor and capital and greatly stim-- t
ulate all business and industry.

Adoption of this amendment will
insure to every man possession of his
land so long as he pays the land rent
tax, which is all that is necessary to

h insure the best use of the land. It
will help the wage-work- er to make
his home; the landless farmer and
renter to get land for use and to de-

velop his farm. It will give every
man his choice all his life long be-

tween making his own employment
on the land or accepting a job to
work for wages. There will be more
jobs than men. It will take for pub-

lic revenue all that labor and capital
in Oregon now pay to a private land-
lord for the use of the earth. Manu-
facturers and merchants will gain by
the vast increase of sales and a
steady demand.

The shall be se- - f my next article I will show ap

be

are
years

exceed per

not exceed

from ex-

cept
by

proximately the actual saving in
day's work and the increase of in-

come that, will accrue to the work-
ing people jof Oregon by the ajldp-tio- n

of this law.

I endorse the People's Land and
Loan Law measure, as written, with-
out reservation or qualification. If
the workers of Oregan, who have
the power, would adopt this lav, it
would furnish the most impressive
example of enlightened action for the
whole country that I could possibly
imagine. I firmly believe that it
would be the first practical step to-

ward the abolition of involuntary
unemployment and the most direct

N

blow at the social crime of poverty
which could be delivered. Frank P.
Walsh, Chairman of the Industrial
Relations Committee.
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