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THE PUBLIC FORUM
THE ATLAS TAXI CO. In Friday's

edition of The Day Book you pub-

lish an article regarding the strike at
the Atlas Motor Car Service, saying
that the men were dissatisfied with
the treatment they were receiving,
viz., paying for all damages, scratch-
es on cars measured by the inch and
charged accordingly. Also, that the
men had to buy their own winter
overcoats, etc., etc., and that 75 men
out of the 90 men employed walked
DUt,

Now, I have been a reader of The
Day Book since it was first published
and I have always read your articles
in which you said you stood for truth
and righteousness. So I am taking
you at your word and write this note
to The Day Bdok regarding the

strike at the Atlas Company.
Wednesday morning, the 13th inst,
there were to the best of my knowl-
edge 111 chauffeurs working for the
Atlas Co. Of this number, about 10
men walked out, and these 10 men
were the only men working who
knew anything about a strike. Other
drivers, also union men, reported for
work that day, not knowing anything
whatsoever about a strike, and when
they saw what was happening de-

cided the union took them for genu-
ine suckers by "not notifying them of
a strike beforehand, and so decided
to work on. There was no driver
dissatisfied with the working condi-
tions existing at the Atlas Co., and,
it was on this account that the taxi
drivers' union were scared to take a
vote on the strike. The Atlas Co.
pays their drivers $20 a week, two
days a month off with pay, medical
attention free, and a driver who
needs money at any time can get it
All drivers are treated the same, and,
to put everything; in a nutshell, the
Atlas drivers are the best treated
men in the country today. To give
you an example, I will quote you a

few cases. A short time ago a driver
had an accident on North Clark St.,
caused by passing a street car on the
left-ha- side and running into an-
other machine, causing damage to
the extent of $800. This driver never
lost one minute of his working tinie
and was not charged with the dam-
age, although the officer who wit-
nessed the accident had him charged
with speeding, reckless driving, pass-
ing a street car on the left-ha- side.

When, another driver was called
to Mexico with the militia his wife
received his pay from the Atlas Co.
weekly while he was doing his duty
on the border. I could cite dozens of
good turns done by this company to
the drivers. Why should we strike?
As regards the winter overcoats, I
will say that the company gives new
overcoats to drivers who bought
their coats last winter, owing to hav-
ing changed to another style of coat
for this season, and these new coats
we receive this year are sold for $25
and well worth it. There are no gun-
men hired by the Atlas; Co. to drive
their cars, but allow me to say that
the Atlas Co. has a fine bunch of
boys in their employ, who are treated
right and who certainly appreciate
good treatment by sticking to their
jobs 101 men working out of a pos-

sible 111. L. V. Hastings.

A PROTEST. Although too young
to express my opinion by vote, I take
this opportunity to offer my protest
on matters which our public servants
have been doing, such as buying
school sites, while the buying is good,
"for some trustees."

About two years ago, while the
boy problem1 was in the limelight, I
advocated a pleasure space for boys
in this vicinity through this paper.
This has been done just south of the
Avondale school in the form of a
beautiful playground, which is never
overcrowded.

There is no necessity for the pur-
chase of the east half block, which
caused the shocking Thornton explot


