
BLOCK STEAMER LANES SIX SHIPS
SUNK ALL PASSENGERS SAVED

Boston, Oct 9. The
lane over which has flowed a

steady stream of munitions and sup-

plies for the allied powers from
American shores is in the grip of
submarines of the kaiser's navy to-

day.
Six unarmed merchantmen are

known to lie on the ocean bottom
south of Nantucket, torpedoed by
German submersibles, and late re-
ports are that two and possibly three
more have been sunk.

The vessels positively known to
have been destroyed are:

The Stephano, 2,143 tone, British
Red Cross line St Johns, N. F., to
New York; the Strathdene, 4,321
tons, British, New York to Bordeaux;
the West Point (no tonnage given),
British, London to Newport News;
the Kingston v(no tonnage given),
British, destination not kuown; the
Bloomersdijk, 3;201 tons, Dutch,
New York to Rotterdam; Christian
Knudson, 2,638 tons, Norwegian,
destination unknown.

The passengers and crews of all
th evessels are known to have been
rescued with the exception of those
of the Kingston. The fate of the
men on this ship is as yet unknown.

Allied warships are now closing in
upon "Germany's new submarine
zone. The crackling wireless of
three British cruisers is mingling
with that of American destroyers out
upon the sea on missions of mercy
and rescue.

Reports to Nantucket, Newport
and Boston indicate there is certain-
ly more than one submarine striking
terror along the great international
water highway. Officers of the
steamer Kansan, arriving here today
after being held up by a submarine
yesterday, indicated their belief that
two of Germany's super-U-boa- ts

were operating at America's very
portals,

A total of 216 survivors have now
been landed at Newport from four
American destroyers. The Ericsson
landed 81, the Drayton 68, the Ben-ha- m

36 and the Jenkins 31.
Included among the passengers

were many women and 14 babies.
The survivors brought stories scarce-
ly equaled in the lore of the sea since
Lusitania.

One of the mysteries of the new
undersea campaign is the escape of
the steamer Kansan, chartered by
the French government and carry-
ing an enormous cargo of muntions.

Newport, R. I., Oct 9. Dripping
with brine, which stood out like
sweat on their steel sides from pro-
digious efforts of rescuing passen-
gers of six torpedoed merchant ships,
four U. S. destroyers arrived here be-
fore dawn today, bringing first sto-
ries of European war carried to
America's doorstep.

Whjle powerful searchlights flashed
and whistles spunded, the destroyer
Ericsson First to arrive nosed her
way back from scene of operations of
Germany's striking terror to
shipping- - off New England coast.

Of the 8L persons picked up from
small boats by the Ericcson, not one
was injured. Practically all, how-
ever, had last every personal belong-
ing. They were without money or
baggage. They had only the clothes
they wore.

For the first time in their lives, of-

ficers and men of the Ericsson saw
babies cooing on the grim warship.
Fourteen babies were in boats the
Ericsson found bobbing on the wa-
ters which had become the grave of
the steamer Stephano, bound from
St. Johns to New York. Many were
sleeping peacefully in the arms of
their mothers or nurses as the life-
boats rolled and rocked with the gen-
tle swell of the sea. Almost all night
long the boats had drifted. Only the
dim light of a lantern in the lifesay--

.. . J.p-...;- .


