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THE OLD MAIDS' CONSPIRACY
. By George Munson

"Tell her," said Miss Prudence to
the lawyer, "that I shall be glad to
receive my niece, Leslie, under my

Toof and give her a mother's care, in
the name of her father, my dear
brother. In spite of family quarrels,
my brother was dear to me. Now
that his death has left his daughter
penniless, I shall wish to do what is
right"

"Tell her," piped little Miss Pa-
tience, from the other side of the ta-
ble, "that I am willing to take care
of my brother's child, conditionally
upon her recognizing me as her sole
guardian."

"You might add," said Miss Pru-
dence, "that, if she is obedient and
disciplined, all my money will go to
her at death."

"And," said Miss Patience, "I shall
leave her everything I possess, con-
ditionally upon her obedience in all
things."

The lawyer could hardly suppress
a smile. Despite the fact that they
were twin sisters, Miss Patience and
Miss Prudence had not spoken to
each other for 30 years.

They occupied two prim little villas
set side by side, each one within its
prim little garden filed with closely
clipped yews and rose trees. What
their quarrel had been about in the
beginning nobody knew; but they
preferred to ignore each other. Yet
they were so much alike in appear-
ance that each was frequently mis-
taken for the other.

"Ladies, this will never do," said
the lawyer. "Your brother stipulated
expressly that Leslie, his daughter,
was to receive the equal guardian-
ship of both of you. Some method
must be arranged, for you will hard-
ly wish to leave your niece to the
mercies of the world."

"I am willing," said Miss Prudence,
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after a pause, "to assume the care of
my niece from 6 in the morning un-

til 6 in the evening."
"I am willing," said the other, "to

assume the charge of my niece from
6 in the evening until 6 in the morn-
ing."

"Better made it 9 to 9, ladies. Six
is an early hour for a child to rise."

In the end it was decided thus.
Prom 9 until 9 Miss Prudence was to
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have control; from 9 until 9 in the
morning, Miss Patience.

Leslie, when she arrived, proved
the most adorable little girl that
either of the old ladies could have
imagined. Eleven years old, she
showed each of them equal love. All
talk of discipline faded under the
Shower of kisses that she bestowed
on them; and, with a child's under-
standing, she respected the lawyer's
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