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CONFESSIONS OF A WIFE
LOVE FOR LAWTON BLOOMS IN PAULA'S HEART; MISS MADDEN

SUFFERS
" 'We will have to get along with-

out Madden this afternoon, Law-to- n,'

said the stage manager, when
Mr. Lawton and I returned from our
luncheon. 'She said she would be
well enough to go over her scenes
with you, however, and asked me to
tell yqu to come up to her apart-
ment'

" 'I have another engagement,'
said Ernest Lawton shortly, an ugly
frown spreading over his features.

"Margie, I wonder if other women
live their lives by their great mo-
ments. I do not remember much ofmy routine work in the theater, but
certain episodes stand out so big thatthey seem to swallow up all the oth-
ers. I am sure that other girls have
had the same problems to solve.
Some of them perhaps have had astronger character than I and so
their troubles do not loom as big,
and others also go down before thegreat first love like that which came
to me during my first stage engage-
ment

"You see, I was young, romantic
and alone. Ernest Lawton was aman who would appeal to any girL
He had the wonderful dark eyes that
seemed to tell more than his lips
dared to utter. Even the detonation
of his voice was a caress.

"He was handsome, distinguished
and I was very proud to be seen at
the restaurants and theaters with
him. I sent to the storehouse for my
clothes that I had put there when Is
had first started out to work aftermy mother's death, because I wanted
him to be as proud of me as I was of
him.

"I did not know at that time I was
deeply in love with Ernest Lawton. I
did not realize that I was thinking of
him every waking moment, that al-
most every waking moment was
spent in his company.

"Since that first day I had eaten

almost all my luncheons and dinners
with him. I did not realize how un
conventional it was, neither did I
know that the whole town was talk
ing of Ernest Lawton's 'new swee-
theart' I was living in a paradise
made up of congenial work and great
love.

"I know now that the entire theat-
rical profession that knew Lawton
thought I also knew his colossal ego-
tism and that I was deliberately sac-
rificing my reputation for the chance
of making good as an actress.

"There was a woman in our com-
pany who had frankly given herself
to a man who could help her attain
her ends. She came to me one day
and said: 'I am glad to see, Paula,
that you are lettmg nothing stand
between you and' success in your
chosen profession. You are a clever
girl, my dear, but don't let your heart
become interested in Ernest Lawton,
for if you do he will use you as he
used poor Mary Madden.'

"I know my face must have sur-
prised her, for I was genuinely
shocked.

" 'What do you mean?' I asked.
" 'Why, my child, it can't be pos-

sible you don't know that for years
Mary Madden has given everything
she has to give, including her great
talent as an actress, to Ernest Law-to- n,

and that the whole town is talk-
ing about how he has thrown her
over for you, and that she is being
tortured by the sight of you two- to-

gether day after day!'
" 'Surely, Miss Lane,' I said, 'you

do not think I am so callous as that
do you. You must realize that I have
not had time yet to acquire the' gos-
sip of the profession. I would not
hurt Miss Madden for the world, and
I am quite sure that Mr. Lawton
would not do so either.

" 'Mr. Lawton and I are the very
best of friends and nothing more.


