“He is working hard,” she told her-
pelf, “When he 4 ready he will re-
tufn o me."

Her faith remained steady from

" year to year. On every anniversary
she was up at § and cleaning the
cabin in onler that [t might be pre-
sentable for his appearance  And
only when sunset came did a little
despondency come into her heart.

it was on the thind anniversary
that Robert Lomax married 2 socl-
ety beauly ol his native town. It

" +was on the fourth that he realized hls

hapes of happitess were broken, His
wife wds heartless, she cared only
for sotial e, she valued him only
for his modey, .

When that was gone, what would
hippen to him? That was the ques-
tion that Rebert asked himsell as his
competitors, soelng the arrival of a
master among them, banded them-
salves together aguingt him. Robert
lived at the office now. For mofe
hours than a factory hand he strug-
#led in Lhe toils that they were weay-
ing about him, and again and again
he burst them asunder,

It was sirange, but those houts
when he sat at his degk, teleghone
at his hand, were the hours when he
began to think aguin of Lols Donald-
gon. He hid not been into the woulds
since that tme of hls accldent; now
an overwhelming desire (o0 see her
again began to ¢eep upon him,

But the months flew and he put
such a though resolutely ffom him.
His enemies had leagued themselves
for a final effort. - It was a sttnggle
with milllons at stake on eliher sitle,
Robert was winning; but he made a
mistake which ablesmen bave made,
He trusted a traltor. He was sold by
2 member of Lis sinfl. He srose many
times a milliohnire. He Iott the of-
fice with hardly six months® licome
ahead of him,

His hopes, his plans were shat-
tered. Yet singularly, his hedrt was
lighter than It ever had been,

Tie house, which had cost o qunr-
ter of a milllon, was in lls wife's

name. That would provide for her.
And for himself, he realised that the
five years _su'uggle had been a night-
mare.

He wenl hote and broke the news
to his wife. Bhe was increduloup,
then she became hystarical.

“You have dragged wme dowt to
pauperdom, Robert,” she wepl
“What shall [ do?* HOw am [ golng
to hold up my head among my
friends?"

All her thoughts were of hersell
and the wrong he had inflicted an
her, Robert listened patiently; he
did not blame her, for hie had mar-
rled her with a full undsrstatding of
her nature.

When he returned home the fol-
lowing evening. seeing- his name in
huge type in all the papers as that
of & rulned mun, he found his wife
gone and only a letter, She was leay-
ing him, she ssid, She could not
endure to remain the wife of & man
notorfous for hig fallure. She was
golng to begin suit agalngt him.

Robert paid over all he posseassd,

Hevsold the house and gave her the
money, The sult, which was brought
in a western stats, remalned ugcon-
tested.

And the day came when he was a
free man, with hardly more to his
nams Lthan the clothes he stood in.
And In his heart was wild rejofcing,
for the years seétned to have slipped
away and-—0t was just six slnce he -
had left Lols Donaldson,

Lois, on the kixth anniversary, had
swapt the cabin with more than ber
usunl care.  The few nelghbors, who
had begun to settle in the lttle val-
ley, knew of her romancea; they pitied
the girl, but blamed her for cllnging
to u foolish hope. “He will never
come back? they told her.

“He will come back" eald Lois.
“You do not know how busy he is in
the dity. Whan he has made 5 lot of °
money he Is coming back to take mea
awny."

They watched her leave the clear-




