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WALTER FISHER AGAIN JOINS MOVE TO LET
PHONE FORFEITURE DRAG ON

"Millions of dollars belonging
rightly to the people of Chicago are
involved in public utility fights com-

ing up for settlement in the City
Hall of Chicago the next few months.

"Exery woman who cooks with gas,
every man who hangs on a strap
coming from work in a street car,
everybody who would rather drop a
penny than a nickel into a nickel-fir- st

phone, all these people are inter-
ested. N

"Gas, traction and phone corpora-
tions will get a tighter hold on what
they have or they will tie forced to
loosen up and give the people a' bet-

ter deal Watch your alderman."
This was the; warning sounded to-

day by Sec'y Charles Dold of the
Public Ownership league. He sat in
on the meeting of the gas-o- il com-

mittee on the automatic phone mat-
ter. Dold points to the forthcoming
traction and subway report and says
it will be followed by months of dis-
cussion, bickering and wrangling.

"Walter Fisher is already in the
saddle," said Dold,- - and the same
methods are in use as in 1907, when
the straphangers lost and municipal
ownership was made a joke. The
traction fund of the city will amount
to over $20,000,000 this winter.
Watch the forthcoming report. It is
to be out the first week of Novem-
ber. Watch what becomes of that
$20,000,000 traction fund by the time
the experts, lawyers and aldermen
get through with it."

'Aid. Merriam today asked gas-o- il

committee to approve an ordinance
starting forfeiture proceedings
against Chicago Tunnel Co. It would
throw full power into gas-o- il com-
mittee to go ahead in the courts and
take ownership for people of Chi-
cago.

Walter Fisher, lawyer for Mayor
Thompson, backed by Aldermen
Cross, Bowler, Walkowiak and Law--
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ley, was able to beat the Mernam
move through a substitute motion
for a subcommittee to make an in-

quiry without action. The vote was
9 to 4.

Merriam, Buck, Wallace and Block
were the four who w.anted immediate
action. They said Fisher's tactics
would only tangle and snarl the
game worse. This is the third time
in three weeks that action has been
off on this matter.

"We have been battling around
now for three years in this," said
Dan Schuyler, lawyer for Automatic.
"We are in a perfectly humble frame
of mind. You've got us thoroughly
calmed."

"The tunnel company is running
$100,000 a year behind now in oper-
ating the automatic phone system,"
said Walter Fisher, repeating argu-
ments already advanced by Ralp'h
Shaw, attorney for automatic bond-
holders. "The compariy can't perpet-
ually face operating loss. As oper-
ating expense increases it will reach
a point where they will have to quit
If they ever quit then there is no
question of the city's right to for-
feiture."

Aid. Cross during the committee
session repeatedly said that Att'y
Ralph Shaw's requests for delay
should be granted.

TELEGRAPH BRIEFS
East St Louis, III. Headless body

of Alphonse Magadan, 3, found in
sack near his home. Kidnaped from
father's bakery ten days ago.

Lansing, Mich. Judge C. P. Black,
former U. S. dis't att'y for Eastern
Michigan dis't, dropped dead in su-
preme court today while arguing a
case.

Duluth, Minn. Representatives of
five railroad brotherhoods meet
here to organize Wilson club of rail-
road men. Brotherhood of Clerks
will join them.
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