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CONFESSIONS OF A WIFE
PAULA REALIZES LAWTON'S INFATUATION FOR HER PUT HER ON

THE STAGE
"The next morning, Margie," said

Paula, continuing her story, "notices
of the play were more than compl-
imentary to me. One paper's head-
line head: 'The queen is dead; long
live the queen,' and it contrasted my
youth and freshness with the riper
technique but somewhat hard meth-
od of Mary Madden.

"Somehow I did not like the tone
of the criticism at all. It seemed to
make Mary Madden and me out as
not striving for histrionic honors, but
for the interest of Earnest Lawton.

"But I put that thought aside and
took myself to task for harboring
such evil ideas. I remembered Earn-
est's careless remark that he and
Miss Madden had been long enough
together to 'bore each other to death'
and I thought that possibly they had
never cared very much for each
other.

"For the first time I began to ex
perience the feeling of the 'morning
after' as I read those notices, and I
wondered why I had been engaged
for the part of Elga in 'The .One He
Chose.' I was unknown. Of course,
I had that College inn episode back
of me as good stuff for the publicity
man, but I could only thank my lucky
stars that chance had thrown me in
the way of Earnest Lawton.

"Personally, Margie, I find that all
good things in life yes, and all bad
things have dropped into my lap as
though spilled from Fate's fitful
fingers. What I have worked for I
have never obtained. What I have
longed for has often eluded me, but
the things I somehow had a hunch
to go and ask for have come to me
almost without the slightest effort on
my part.

"The stage is said to be always on
the lookout for talent but is it? I
have in the last few years seen some
of the most talented girls set aside
for mediocre young actresses who

have had little experience.
"You may have youth, ambition,

attractive features and a charming
personality, but chance must let you
display your wares. Unfortunately
for the stage as well as for any un-

tried business which an enthusiastic
girl wishes to enter, the 'chance' is
usually the meeting of some man
who takes an interest in her person-
ally.

"Upon my first stage appearance
I did not realize I had to give credit
for my presence there to Earnest
Lawton's sudden infatuation for me.
I thought he fell in love with me, as
I did with him, at the rehearsals.

"On the 'morning after Earnest
called me up and asked if I had seen
the papers, praised me and then told
me a rehearsal had been called for
1 o'clock.

" 'But I thought we were through
rehearsing, I said fretfully. I was
tired and did not want to dress and
go out

" 'My dear child, did you not know
that plays are not written, but re-
written. Every scene that produced
a laugh last night will be nursed and
two laughs gotten out of it'

" 'Earnest, please don't joke. I'm
horribly tired. It seemsas though I
must just sleep all day.'

" 'Well, you can't,' was the some-
what unfeeling answer. 'You must
take the bitter with the sweet. You
have had lots of sweet in the news-
papers this morning. Now come,
baby, and take your medicine like a
good child.'

"And truly, Margie, it was very bit-

ter medicine I had to take."
(To Be Continued)
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"I surrender," yelled a New York

city burglar while he was being
choked by Mrs. Murray, who had al-

ways said a housebreaker would
cause her to faint
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