
THE DAY BOOK
N. D. COCHRAN

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER
S. PEORIA ST. CIIICAUO, ILK

lelenhones Editorial. i, circulation, l

SUBSCRIPTION By Carrier In Chi-
cago. 30 cents a Month. Uy Mail.
United States and Canada, 53 Uu a

"Year

Entered as second-clas- s matter April
21, 1914, at the postufflce at Chicago.
I1L, under the Act of March 3. 1S73

GOVERNMENT SHORT-CU-

A northerner while traveling in a
southern city spied a negro farmer
delivering sweet potatoes from
house to house. The northerner in-

quired the price of the potatoes and
f- - - was told that he could have them for

50 cents a BUSHEL.
"Ah gets from 50 to 70 cents for

'em now," said the darky, "but .for
the 'forard crop' Ah gets a dollar."
By "forard," as he explained, he
meant the crop planted early in the
season.

The northerner knew that in his
native city in the north it would take
50 cents to get a PECK of sweet po-
tatoes, and sometimes that wouldn't
be sufficient.

The difference between what the
consumer pays for food and what
the producer gets for it is too great
Too many folks have planted them-
selves between the point of origin
and, the point of consumption, and
each exacts his toll before he will let
it pass. Some way will have to be
found to shorten this route before

fk the cost of living can be materially
lowered.

On the same day that this north-
ern traveler made the observation
abotk sweet potato prices he had

to ship a package containing
a pair of shoes back to his home, 500
miles aay. He walked over to the
postofflce and a nt stamp did
the rest

LdsLjuuMtiJ.

The postoffice department repre- -j

sents action on the partj,.
of the people in the transaction of j
their own business. 6Maybe the time will come when ,
the transportation of food products6
will be just as important as the trans-
portation of a pair of shoes. ,

WHAT DO THEY WANT? Frank -

A Vanderlip, the mouthpiece of the .,

bankers, last week made an eloquent t
appeal for a fairer attitude of the ,
public toward the railroads so that .

they may earn "a reasonable return
upon the capital invested." This was ,

echoed by Ivy L. Lee, John D. Rocke- -
feller's press agent . j

Annual reports for 23 railroad sys-
tems which have just been made
public show that after paying all in- -.

terest charges and ergular dividends
on their preferred stock, these roads,
which are not selected but typical,
earned eleven and eighty-seve- n hun-
dredths per cent on their common
stock.

When it is remembered that with ,

few exceptions, the common stock
does not represent the investment of ,

a single dollar, but was as a rule
given as a bonus with preferred stock
or bonds, the colossal size of this gift
of the American people to the rail-- r

road stockholders will be appre-elate- d.

And yet Vanderlip, Ivy Lee, and
the other spokesmen for the interests
cry for more!

For Heaven's sake, what DO they r

want?

, YE OLDE STUFF
Vaudeville sketch: The --curtain

goes up on an interior setting. The
lights are low and a man is seen seat-
ed In front of the fireplace intently
occupied in gazing into the flames.
Suddenly the phone rings .

A Tacoma real estate man has
discovered the painful stunt of stub-
bing toes In the dark can be over
come by walking on the hands.
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