
HEARST OPENS FIRE ON SAM
INSULL'S PET "L" STUB

The phoney Citizen's Public Safety
Commission, trust press pet, which
failed to pass on auto truck "fenders
as safety devices, came out from
under cover at the council meeting
yesterday. Its Hearst connections
were shown.

In one little paragraph of its re-

commendations to the council the
safety commission spilled the beans.
It denounced the Market street "L"
stub as a menace to public safety.
This Market street "L" stub is mixed
in one of the bitterest fights Hearst
has made in Chicago and lost.

And when the public safety body
steps out of its way to suggest that
the "L" stub be removed, wise ones
laughed and pointed to its president,
Judge Jos. Sabath, Hearst-Harriso- n

clansman, as a second proof of
where the safety bunch stand in the
newspaper game.

This commission was formed at
the time when the agitation for fend
ers on auto trucks was at its height
Citizens were being killed daily
mothers, fathers and little children
4were the victims. The council was
appealed to to pass a law requiring
fenders on auto trucks.

The Chicago Federation of Labor,
the Public Ownership league and
over thirty women's clubs passed re-
solutions asking the aldermen to step
in and stop the killing of pedestrians.
The council did pass the law.

But the Public Safety Commission,
organized, it was claimed, in the in-

terest of the preservation of life and
health, refused to give the fender
law its "0. K." Practically every big
business concern in the city was
against the fender ordinance because
fenders would cost the firms money
and they were already paying insur-
ance which released them from obli-
gation in accidents where people
were slain and injured.

Among the newspaper owners

Hearst probably ranks worst as kill-

er of Chicagoans with his fenderless
auto trucks, which speed about the
city delivering Examiners and Amer-
icans.

The recommendations of the com-

mission to the council yesterday
were taken by many as a step to-- gk
ward renewal of the ar fight be- -
tween Hearst and Sam Insull, public
utility king of Chicago and Northern
Illinois.

When Hearst moved in during the
year 1900 he chose Madison and
Market as the best newspaper spot
outside the loop. This was something
new in the game; no other publisher
ever had nerve enough to move out
of the loop and stay in the "want ad"
game.

But Hearst wanted cheap rents,
so he built over by the river. There
was only one thing that spoiled Mar-
ket street as an ideal newspaper '
street. That was the ugly "L" stub
which runs from Madison to Lake
street and which was used by the
Chicago & Oak Park "L" before the
loop was built When the loop came
the Oak Park trains ran around, but
Insull used the stub to store cars.

Hearst figured that if he could get
the stub removed he would have the
widest street in the loop district to
run his auto trucks and wagons
around in. Maybe he could make a
boulevard out of it and call it "Hearst
boulevard."

But, anyway, he wasn't at Market
and Madison a year before he en-
gaged in a battle with Insull to chase
the stub. He couldn't buy, push or
coax Insull out, and finally, during
the administration of the last Carter
Harrison, when the wires from the
Hearst bldg. to the City Hall were
hot and busy, the city law depart-
ment filed an ouster suit against In-
sull. This was beaten a few months
ago.

Now he is supposed to be using the
public safety commission in another
attempt to make the Hearst bldg.
more valuable. -


