
THE PAY vENVELOPE
By Florence Lillian Henderson

Rodney Driscoll, searching.. in his
pockets for a stray-- , dime or nickel,
found only a penny, gave it ah angry
fling into the gutter and then sent an
envelope filled with several folded
sheets of paper after it.
" "That for the high and lofty set
of recommendations!" he growled. "I
am down and out and I'll never get
up or in again to need those." Then
he noticed an acquaintance coming
along, buttonholed him, borrowed a
half dollar and made for the nearest
saloon.

Vance Denslow, clear of eye, neat
of attire, not even a penny in his
pocket, came along, noticed the en-
velope, picked it up and became in-

terested in reading the half-doz-

recommendations covering the abil-
ity, efficiency and integrity of Rod-
ney Driscoll in another city. The
finder of the same smiled wryly. He
had no recommendations, for he had
come from a farm, and without such
he had been turned down at every
place he had applied for work.

"The very thing, recommendations
galore!" he mused. "If I only dared
to use them! Yet here they are, use-

less. Shall I set them to work, as-
sume this rather good-looki- name,
Rodney Driscoll and call a check on

? "
Six months previous Rodney Dris-

coll, leaving a sister and fiancee be-
hind him, had come from another
city and had secured a good position
on the strength of his recommenda-
tions. He had fallen in with a fast
set, got to drinking, lost his first po
sition, found another, lost that, and
his ambition and sense of honor as
well, and was practically a vagabond
at date.

Vance Denslow did not know this.
He was taking a risk, but he also was
penniless. He smiled at the oddity
of 2iis..situation. Then he reflected
gravely." He decided j

Before noon, as Rodriey Driscoll,
and backed by the recommendations
he had picked out of the gutter, he
had been employed by Waltham &
Co., brokers, at a salary of $12 a
week. The recommendations had
done it His bright, energetic ways
enforced this influence and on the
first of next month his pay envelope
read: "$15."

Everybody knew him as Driscoll.
Luckily he had no friends in the city

Sent an Envelope After It
and the deception was not probed.
Two months after being employed by
Waltham & Co. the seniior partner
called him into his private office,
commended his general diligence as
to a neat, profitable investment he
had turned for the house and gave
him the post of office manager.

The very day "after Driscoll was
called into the outer office. A young
man handed him the card of a local
collection agency.

"What's this for?" inquired


