BASEBALL—SPORTS OF ALL SORTS—BOXING

THEATRICAL MEN BUY BOSTON
AMERICAN BALL CLUB

By Mark Shields

Why the American league is suc-
cessful over the National is again
evidenced in the sale of the Buston
Red Sox by J. J. Lannin to Harry H.
Frazee of New York and Hugh Ward
of Philadelphln, well-known theat-
rical magnates.

The price paid is said to be in the
nelghborhood of $700,000, and,
though the sale has not yet been ra-
tified by the league, there is no doubt
that it will stick,

Frazee owns the Cort theater here
and also owns s showhouse in New
York. He and Ward are interested
together in many theatrical enter-
prises, but this is the first time they
‘bave ever owned such a galaxy of
prima donnas. Bill Carrigan says his
tetirement 88 manager of the Red
Sox will stick, and the club is also
without 8 secretary.

That leaves affaird In something of
a muddle,

Lannin worked himsalf into the
bad graces of President Ban Johnson
by making charges against umpires
during the recent flag campaign.
Johnson denfes that Lannin was
forced out or oven influenced to qguit,
but history shows that any Amarican
lsague club owner who kicks over the
traces is due for a hurried exit.

The American is a centrally-con-
trolled organization, working In
complete barmony, at least on the
gurface. No matter how bitter the
owners may be about each other in
privats, for public consumption they
are all littie brothers, ‘When one He-
comes oo obstepercus he departs
from the family.

On the other hand, the National! is
as peaceful as three Hons In a den
and bickering between club owners i
constant. Whather you approve of
the ¢zar government of the American

hl

or not, it must be admitted that if s
ﬁﬁ more successful method in bage-

An example: Barney Dreyfuss of
Pittsburgh does not llgo the [dea of
the national commission being made
up of thres men directly interested
in baseball, one of the trio being a
club owner. Ie asked a new deal
Now comes Ban Johnson with the in-
formdtion that Garry Herrmann
chairman f the commission, will
probably be dropped and an outsider
chosen toact with Johnson and Pres-
ident Temer of the National on the
governing bourd.

Herrmann has been in hot water
for some time, but members of his
own league were unable to discipline
him. But along comes Ban, says
the American league does not Hke
the idea of belng a minority on the
commission and the situation is gim-
plified.

Johnson says there Is little to crit-
fcize in the work of Herrmann, but
it Is not congistent with the stand-
Ing of the two leagues to have the
National In control. Be that us it
may, his plan for the ellmination of
Herrmann will appease Dreyiuss,
Iron out the difficulties and stiil leave
Ban as one of the commission.

Rex Dawson, pitcher for Indianap-
olis in the American ass'n lnst sum-
meyr, has sent his signed contract to
the Cub offices. Dawson has won
20 and lost 14 for Indlanapolis. His
only fault was wildness, and this was
overcome during the lstter pari of
the season.

Qwner Jim Dunn of the Cleveland
Indians announces that Lee Fohl will
manage the club in 1917. Fohl de-
served the chance, despite the storjes
that he was to be deposed.

Willie Hoppe defsatad G. Butinr
Sutton of Chicago, 1,600 to 508, in
their 18-2 billlard mateh at 5t Low
Hoppe ran.his last block of 500 In 1

innings.

The Litzinger cup championgh.
r




