
HOW ABOUT LABOR AFTER THE WAR? BIG
TOPIC OF A. F. OF L. MEETING

BY MAX HAYES
Cleveland, Nov. 13. When the

1916 American Federation of Labor
convention meets in Baltimore this
week there will probably begin the
most interesting two weeks' session
ever held by that body.

The federation will be numerically
stronger and the hundred odd affil-
iated internationals better situated
financially and in the enjoyment of
improved working conditions than
ever before.

The last independent international
the Bricklayers' union, with 75,-0-

men has just joined the federa-
tion, and only a few dual organiza-
tions jn the clothing and metal in-

dustries remain outside the trade
union family.

It is true the four big railway
brotherhoods, with 400,00 men, are
not in the federation, as they have
an alliance among themselves, but a
fraternal feeling exists between the
railroaders and the federated trades.

The most complete unity that has
ever been recorded can be announced
a few days hence.

But there are some problems loom-
ing up on the industrial horizon that
are going to put the trade union
ship to the severest test yet encoun-
tered.

What will be the economic condi-
tions after the war?

That is the question asked by the
most far-seei- officials of the "inter-
nationals that compose the federa-
tion.

The capitalistic gentlemen tell us
the United States will be plunged
into the threatened economic war
for the markets of the world; that the
European nations, in order to reha-
bilitate themselves and pay their war
debts, or at least meet the interest
on them, will produce goods more
cheaply than ever before, and that
American labor and capital will be
confronted by the fiercest competi

tion ever experienced since the wage
system was established.

It must be admitted there is good
logic in that prediction provided the
European workers permit themselves
to be driven back to the low wage
standards or even- lower than pre-
vailed before the war.

When some 20,000,000 men return
from the fields of destruction to the
avenues of production it is reason-
able to suppose the damage done in
the war can be repaired in short or-
der and soon an immense surplus of
wealth will be prepared for foreign
markets and cut-thro-at price cutting
to secure trade will be the natural
result

This is one of the reasons the fed-

eration has taken the initiative to call
a world's conference of labor organi-
zations to meet at' the time and place
that representatives of the bellig-
erent countries will gather to arrange
peace plans.

American labor will ask the Brit-
ish, German, French, Italian, Aus-
trian and other workers whether,
after having borne the brunt of the
war, they intend to permit them-
selves to be pressed deeper into pov-
erty in order that their master class-
es may win economic victories for
each other

Meanwhile the American working
people particularly those who
have been able to secure higher
wages and shorter hours as a result
of the war will be called upon to re-
double their efforts to oragnize and
strengthen their unions to meet any
and all attacks' that may be made
upon them.

It may be taken for granted that
the international unions will not sur-
render a single advantage gained in
the past without putting up a fight
to the finish, irrespective as to
whether the American capitalists
win or lose in their contest for the
world's markets,


