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REVIVE RUMOR CHANCE MAY
MANAGE 1917 CUBS

By Mark Shields
Again the rumor is revived that

Frank Chance may become manager
.of the 1917 Cubs. This time- it is in
the form of a statement purporting
to come from the P. L. to the effect
that he would consider piloting the
North Siders if he can get a two-ye- ar

contract calling for $25,000 per year.
This sounds very much like pre-

vious reports of the return of Chance
and some sort of denial should be
looked for by tomorrow morning,.
The sum mentioned, while large for
managing a ball team, would hardly
compensate Chance for leaving the
Coast league, where he is making a
raft of money and adding to his rep-

utation.
Frank made a big hit by winning

a pennant with the Los Angeles club,
and also added to his bankroll He
owns stock in the club. 'Also, he has
business interests in California and
is able to pay close attention to them
while not neglecting his baseball job.

Even should the majority of the
Cub officials want Chance to return
here, which is doubtful, the sum he
mentions for handling the club would
prove an obstacle. It is announced
plan of the Cubs to reduce the sal-

ary now received by Joe Tinker, fol-
lowing out a policy of retrenchment
that is possible because of the demise
of the Federal league. It is not prob-
able they would consider a proposi-
tion to give some other man twice
what Tinker now receives.

Now and this may be rank her--.

esy--- it is our humble and personal
opinion that Chance would not be a
good Cub manager in 1917. That is
not detracting one whit from the ex-

cellent record Chance made while
heading the old Cub machine. He
was billed as the Peerless Leader
mil, and fully earned the title.

But the 1917 Cubs in no way re-

semble the club with which Chance
turned out pennants with machine-
like precision. It is an aggregation
in the process of rebuilding, and
Chance himself admitted on one oc-

casion that he did not care to under-
take such a job.

That was when he retired as man-
ager of the New York Yanks, which
job he took at a fat salary when the
Yanks had reached a low ebb. The
New Yorkers then were in the throes
of reconstruction, and Chance was
called in as architect of their fallen
fortunes. He was given a small
army of youngsters from which to
rebuild a team.

Some of the youngsters showed
great" natural promise, but were very
raw "when turned over fo Chance. '

After trying with his best efforts to
make the organization into a win-
ning team, Chance threw up his
bands and admitted the task was be-
yond him.

When retiring he said when ball-
players were put under his manage-
ment in the big league he expected
them to already know the game
properly. He had no time to teach
them during a .pennant campaign.

Now, that is exactly what must be
done by whoever handles the 1917
Cubs. Some fellows are present who
look like good ballplayers, but they
must prove themselves and will re-
quire much tutoring. .This is espe-
cially true of the infield, where Lar--
ry Doyle is the only veteran who is
almost certain to start at a fast clipr-Saie-

r,

Wortman and Deal are prob-
lems.

Of course, his experience in the
Coast Ieagtfe may have changed
Chance and he may now be ready to
take young and comparatively green
athletes and work them over into big
league material.

Give Chance some team like the
Boston Red Sox or the New York
Giants and he would do as well or


