
60,000,000 AMERICANS UNDER PROHIBITION,
BUT LIQUOR PRODUCTION IS INCREASING

U. S. PROHIBITION BY COUNTIES
Dry counties 2,208
Wet counties 335

Total I 2,543

Washington, Dec. . Sixty million
people in the U. S. are living under
prohibition; more than 85 percent
of the area of the U, S., not counting
Alaska, is dry! and at the same time
production of distilled liquors is on
the increase.

Wm. H. Osborn, collector of inter-
nal revenue, in his annual report just
made public, declares also that
though production of feniiented
liquor decreased in the first few
months of the year, a steady in-

crease followed.
Bootlegging, Com'r Osborne's re-

port says, continues unabated, and
will continue until there is more
hearty of local officers
in the various states.

Flgues on the spread of prohibi-
tion are obtained from the Anti-Salo-

league. They show that ex-

actly 86.3 per cent of the nation (in
area) is dry and 13.7 per cent wet.

On the basis of the census of 1910,
the last federal census, the dry ter-
ritory contains.59.1 per cent of the
people and the wet territory 40.9
per cent

This compilation includes as dry
the four states Michigan, Montana,
Nebraska and South Dakota voted
dry at the November election.

.Detroit, with 800,000 people, will
be dry when the Michigan prohibi-
tion law goes into effect. The larg- -
est c;ty already dry is Seattle, with
310,000. The biggest dry city in a
state that is not under state-wid- e
prohibition is Cambridge, Mass., with
125,000.

There are many other dry cities
in wet states, including Berkeley,
Cal.; Rockford, Decatur, Elgin and
Galesburg, HI.; Sheveport, La.;

Brockton and Somerville, Mass., and
Flint, Kalamazoo, Lansing and Bat-
tle Creek, Mich., which went dry in
advance of the rest of the state.

In three states Indiana, Florida and
Utah legislatures, have been elect-
ed which are expected to adopt pro-
hibition legislation in 1917. Florida
already is 90 per cent dry, Indiana
65 per cent dry and Utah 55 per cent
dry, reckoning by population.

Other states where the battle lines
will be drawn shortly are Kentucky,
now 80 per cent dry, and Minnesota,
60 per cent dry.

Rhode Island represents the hard-
est problem for the Anti-Salo-

leagues, only 3 per cent of the peo-
ple of that state having voted them-
selves free from the saloons, though
the state has had a local option law
since 1838.

Five per cent of the people of New
Jersey and 7 per cent of New York
state are dry. In Illinois 42 per cent
of the population has no saloons.
California and Missouri, which de-

feated prohibition at the last elec-
tion, have 26 and 50 per cent of their
peoplein dry territory respectively.

The battle for national prohibition,
through an amendment to the fed-
eral constitution, is depended upon
by the anti'saloon forces to force
liquor out of the states that oppose
prohibition: .
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COUNTY HOSPITAL HANDLES
RECORD NUMBER OF CASES
Cook County hospital closed the

busiest year in history Dec. 1, with
a record of 81,102 cases handled, av-
eraging 1,800 a day. Warden Clay-
ton P. Smith's report will be

to President Peter Reinberg
of the county board today.

, There were 220 cases of infantile
paralysis. Death rate was 12 per
cent. Immediate erection of new
morgue, and laboratory are recom-
mended by Smith.


