
had a beautiful daughter, Edena, nor
the further fact that Edena Interest
ed him.

John Bentley had sold out his hold
ings in his native town and had come
to the city with $20,000 in cash. His
plan was to buy into some business
witn a part of these funds. He had
been spotted by crooks, it seemed, for
he was visited in his flat by two men
At the point of a revolver he was held
helpless, his money abstracted from
the little safe whereat reposed, and
tied hand and foot. In anguish over
his great loss Edena had disoovered
him when she reached home from a
visit to a 'friend.

By mere chance a local bank
directed Mr. Bentley to the young
detective whose functions were of a
high commercial rather than of a
routine police class. Watson under-
took the case. Within a tew days he
knew that the men who had robbed
his client belpnged to the Clancey
gang. uoger Clancey was an

now ostensibly conducting a
loan offiee, which was .really a fence
for thieves. The police had nearly
cornered him several times, but
Clancey was shrewd and slippery. He
rarely took a hand in his depreda-
tions personally, but was the central
figure of the gang who planned and
financed then!

Watson felt certain that he had
traced the crime to its source. He
was surer of it than ever when,
showing! Clancey to ,Mr. Bentley se-

cretly one day, the latter at .once
identified him as one of the two men
who had robbed him at his flat. Wat-
son went to Clancey's lawyer.

"Clancey is a rich man," the young
detective set forth simply. "You will
pay back the $20,000 to Mr. Bentley.
with in five days or we will have him
arrested and prove our case."

"And we have our alibi," an-
nounced the legal knave coolly. "Go
ahead with your program."

Roger Clancey was arrested, se-

cured a continuance in court and evi-
dently relied on legal 'acumen and

his political influence to safely evade
conviction

"What I want you to do," Watson
informed Wrayburn, "is to have me
place you in a position where, unper-ceive- d

and unsuspected by this Clan-
cey, you can watch his speech."

"I understand," replied the rapid-fing- er

telegraph.
"The trial will be resumed in &

week. I happen to know that next
Saturday evening at 8 o'clock Clan-
cey is to have a private consultation
with his lawyer. There is doubt that
during that confab they will not only
block out their own casej but the real
facts may be stated by Clancy. I
will pay you liberally to assist me."

"It is a bargain," the pantomimic
response came.

And upon the Saturday evening in
question the mute was posted in a
dark room ten feet opposite the light-
ed office of the lawyer. It was the
next morning when he handed a
written report to Watson which read:

'There is a mass of inconsequen-
tial detail I have memorized. Amid
this genSral mass one statement of
Clancey is clear and guiding. Te
man who assisted him in the robbery
is one Dan Cherry, a professional
thief. He got $2,000 for his share,
married and has settled down as a
respectable storekeeper at a town
named Dryden."

"The rest is easy," declared the
satisfied Watson. -

He felt he was fully paid and re
warded one evening a month later
when he made a final report to his
anxious client. It was in the pres
ence of the peerless Edena.

"I located this Dan Cherry," an
nounced Watson. "It was not diffi
cult to make him comprehend that
bis only course was to make a full
confession if he hoped to evade a
protracted prison " sentence. I
brought him to terms and to the city
with the arrangement made if he
turned state's evidence he should go
free. Clancey's lawyer returned the


