
CATTLE GROWERS UNDER PACKERS' HIDES-MEE- KER

AND SWIFT HEAR COMPLAINT
The packers are scared stiff. That's

the gossip among insiders who sat
through the meeting of cattle ranch-
ers at the Hotel Sherman yesterday.
Art Meeker of Armour's, Louie Swift
of Swift & Co. and a stockyards press
agent to take care of loop paper re-
porters and packinghouse, attorneys
were in the convention audience yes-
terday, listening to cattlemen tell
bitter tales of meat hog oppression.

Swift applauded nearly every
speaker, although they called for a
government investigation of the
packing crowd, establishment of in-

dependent plants to compete with
the clique that now soaks the grow-
ers, and government ownership of
cattle pens and stockyards to get a
square deal for the raisers. Art
Meeker just sat tight and looked
glunl; press agents were very lively.

The big showing of the indepen-
dent cattle raisers is said to have
the South Side crowd on the run. In-
sistent calls for an investigation, the

of a Democratic adminis-
tration in Washington after pack-ingto-

spent millions to beat it, has
frightened some meat hogs4

The real story is said to be that
if the government does investigate
methods of the packers some of them
are going to face a heavy jail sen-
tence. After years of luxury on 20
to 40 per cent dividends, they don't
like the prospect.

. Some cattlemen expressed the be-
lief that Louis Swift is trying to "get
out and get under." He sees that an
investigation sure to come, so he is
going to get behind it. This rumor
was strengthened by his friendly at-
titude yesterday.

More dope on pacMngtown meth-
ods was exposed at the convention.

M. L. McClure, president of the
American National Livestock Ex-
change, said that independent pack-
ing, .companies srere needed: to .step.

in and" buy in the great cattle mar-
kets and force the Armour, Swift,
Morris, Wilson and Cudahy firms to
compete. The price of cattle would
then rise. He suggested that cattle
grows to pool their rnoney and invest
it in big plants. Until that can be
done cattle raisers must refuse to sell
to the packers except at the regular
stock market; this keeps prices
down. Swift & Co. is the greatest ex-

ponent of country buying, he de-

clared. '
Gov. J. B. Kendrick, Wyoming, told

of his experience as a cattle grower.
He raised one of the finest herds in
the state, kept them two years and
was forced to sell them at a loss to
the packer combine on the Omaha
market"

T. W. Tomlinson, secretary of the
American National Livestock ass'n,
said that the world raises 60,000,-000,0- 00

lbs. of meat every year; of
thislsCoOO.OOO.OOO lbs. are grown in
America.

He told of an instance in the north-
west .where the packing interests
dropped in on the president of a new
independent stockyards and told him
they wanted control of the yards.
When he refused they used all the
power of the local banks against him.

"A large packing firm spent money
inducing the raisers near Portland,
Oregon, to grow 'war hogs,' " Tom-
linson said. "They succeeded and
hundreds Of growers in the district
started to put out these hogs.

"Just as soon as the supply grew
plentiful the packers forced the
selling price so low that nearly every
grower dropped the war hogs, sold
out at a loss and refused to grow
them. They get stung like that
regularly.

"The Swift, Armour and Morris
grasp Dn our cattle markets is pain-
ful to our industry. A power that is
able to put the price of cattle up or
down., at will is a .power that means


