
THE PUBLIC FORUM
SOUTH SIDE PEOPLE'S FORUM.
Sunday afternoon, Dec. 10, we

started the South Side People's Fo-

rum, meeting at Abraham Lincoln
Center, Oakwood blvd. arid' Langley
av. This forum is under the same
direction as the West Side People's
Forum, except that it has a South
Side advisory council.

It is in every way to be a parallel
to the West Side Forum and will use
the same speakers over there in the
afternoon that we have over here in
the evening.

The South Side Forum promises to
be as great ifnot even a greater suc-
cess than the West Side. Fred A.
Moore.

CONCERNING LA IT AND THE
tt HOBO. The Herald recentlv pub

lished two columns of Jack Lait's
i& rVhninest. hurnrvr in whiiVh Tip dilates

on the ludicrous impossibility of ed-
ucating the hobo. Only a week ago
Mr. Lait published two columns
praising himself for having sat in a
hotel at Los Angeles and broken
bread with the late Jack London.
Had Jack London read that article
he would have seen Jack Lait
damned before he allowed him to sit
at the same table with himself.

I' knew Jack London. For 12
years I was one of his limitless circle
of friends. And I know that if his
spirit is hovering near this planet
now it darkens with disgust at the
memory of ever having associated
with the man who wrote what the
Herald printed Dec. 12.

London always proclaimed that he
was a hobo. He gloried in the "title.
It was by his writings, drawn from
the depths of suffering that were his
portion during his years of hobodom
that America was placed at the fore-
front of the literary world for the
"realism of power."

Does Mr. Lait know that the mi-
gratory yrorkers are victims of the
most damnable outrages which any

members of the human race must
endure? When the freeborn white
American citizen, sovereign of the
republic, seeks employment in the
states of the southwest, in Louisiana,
Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Tex-
as, Kansas and Arkansas, he is sen-

tenced to eleveiumonths and twenty
ty days hard labor in the convict
camps for the crime of asking for
work. He is forced to labor beneath
the whip at building roads, hewing
lumber and boiling turpentine for
slave owners. He attends a college
in which the sheriff is chief instruc-
tor and withthe most vicious men
who ever disgraced the earth as as-

sistant professors. They do their in-

structing with blackjack clubs and
high-power- rifles as text1 books in
the arts, physics and domestic sci-
ence.

The town constable gets $1 for the
arrest of every migratory worker, the
justice of the peace gets $1 for every
conviction and the sheriff gets $1 for
receiving the prisoner, besides 20
cents a day which he makes on the
garbage which he compels his stu-

dents to eat. Facts of this sort you
will see set forth in The Survey for
August, 1914.

We seek to .teach these men the
elements of law and to provide them
with the means whereby they can
protect themselves. Funny, isn't it?
We seek "to help them save untold
agonies of suffering by giving them
instruction in first aid to the injured
and in relief to the suffering. Great
joke, isn't it? Jack Lait's sense of
humor is a wonderful thing.

Only one per cent of the American
people ever gets to college. The cen-
sus of 1910 shpws that in this coun-
try there are 3,650,000 males and

of college age, namely from
18 to 22, who should 'be attending
some educational institution, while
in the 48 state colleges and 168 other,
institutions of higher learning there
are but 265,000 males and females
attending. This includes theological
institutions. This is twothirds of.


