
INDEPENDENT PACKER TEARS
LID OFF STOCKYARDS GANG
A meat famine, before spring,

"when only the rich will be able to
buy and the poor will have to tlo
without, conditions the worst in the
history of the country and possible
food riots in the big cities, were pre-
dicted as possibilities by Tom Ruddy,
independent packer and ranchman
of Texas, today, unless the stock-
yards gang lo'osens its throttling
grasp on the meat markets of the
country.

packers' raid on the market in
1915 has driven so many live stock
growers out of business that there
will not be enough "meat slaughtered
during this winter to supply the
normal demand. Prices will soar, de-

clared Ruddy.
Ruddy has the goods on the pack-

ing combine of Chicago. Starting as
a butcher boy on West 18th street, he
worked himself up in the meat busi-
ness until his millions made him in-

dependent of the stQckyards plutes.
They put two of his packing plants
out of business, ie says, when they
bought control of the places aijd
ousted him. He bought a 24,000-acr- e

ranch in Texas, near El Paso,, and
started after the meat gang again.

The Texas Cattle Growers' ass'n,
of which he is a member, organized a
packing firm, hpught the 10,000-acr- e

site of Ruddy's former plant in Kan-
sas City and, when the plant is qpen-e- d

on the first of the year, will fur-
nish the first real competition the
Chicago yards gang have had in the
cattle market, east of the Rockies,

'for years.
With twenty-fiv- e years' experience

behind'' him as a packer who never
hooked up with the mob of South
Side plutes, Ruddy today offered to
tear the lid off the stockyards and

, expose in The Day Book, conditions
in this industry which has been so
well protected by the press that the
stockyards are often, mentioned. as
Chicago's greatest mystery. r

i The Day Book, without banking,

advertising or stock control, 'is the
only paper in the city which can
print the facts- - as. uncovered by Rud--

Rdy and his associates. 1

Methods by which the packers are
said to buy, keeping the price down
by lack of competition; how growers
spend three and four years preparing
cattle for the market and then must
sell at a loss to the Armour, Swift
et al combination; the dope on Og
Armour, his newspapers, banks7.cold
storage houses and packingtown
friends dozens of facts that never
have been in print win be told by
Tom Ruddy, an bid-tim- er in the
business, through The Day Book.

Why Armour advertises in the loop
press, how the packers control the
stockyards and growers must pay a
comparatively higher 'rent than is
charged at the Hotel Sherman if
they want to keep their cattle there
awaiting a higher market; how he
stock raisers are soaked, cheated,
beaten, skinned and sent home dis-
gusted to quit the industry and be-

come farmers, will be uncovered by
Ruddy through this paper.

How Armour spent loads of money
in Illinois because it was figured as
the pivotal state, needed to put
Hughes over as president, and why;
how the stockyards have been mak-
ing more every day from the sale of
hides and fat and giving nof a cent
more to raisers, although their ex-
penses are going up steadily, will be
shown by Ruddy.

How the Chicago bunch control all
the big farmers' and grocers' maga-
zines,, just as they do the city news-
papers where they have plants, and,
why; why labor conditions in the
packinghouses are among the worst
in the civilized world, Ruddy will ex--
plain.

How P. J. Armour got his start in
the civil war; the truth about the
connections of the packers with the
high price of all fpod; facts about the
cold storage houses in the Chicago
stockyards, biggest in the world;
how meat is held by the packers


