
jmmmm
IS THE HOME BREAKING UP? WE HAV

FAILED TO MAKE PROPER USE OF IT
BY WINONA WILCOX

It would seem too early in history
to question the stability of the home,
if wise persons were not constantly
doing so. Yet even a casual observer
of life should see that the home is
not really established yet; not, at
least, as it ought to exist, according
to the "best scientific standards and
sociological ideas.

We have not yet learned to ven-

tilate it right; we have neither the
imagination nor the independence to
furnish it the best way; we largely
waste our wages in provisioning it;
we make the nursery less important
than the drawing room; we hand
over its administration to European
maids who cannot speak our lan-
guage; and when we do happen to
iake it restful we have no time to

rest in it
In short, before we have realized

the home's possibilities, its downfall
is beginning to be predicted! It has
already been raided in every direc-
tion by the dramatists, novelists and
essayists of all natons Ibsen, Nor-da- u,

Shaw in the way of telling
"the truth about life." '

Other onslaughts on it made by
feminists have not been less effec-

tive because disguised as uplift for
their sex, notably the works of Olive
Schreiner, Ellen Key and Charlotte
Perkins Gilman.

Man's limitations as a husband
and father are always quoted among
the first causes of the fall of the fam-
ily.

But lately man himself has set
about assuming a new responsibility
for the dignity of family life.

When Ibsen's theories about indi-

vidual freedom first shook society
the divorces and remarriages of
members of the most conspicuous
families in the country furnished'
new gossip with each new moon.
Consequently some of America's his-

toric families now have the most in--
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tricate system of relationship kno
to civilization,

But these experiments in a layer
cake style of matrimony, as actually
worked out by one generation, have
proven sufficiently convincing of its
failure.
. No man cares to be the father of
children by three successive wives.
It somehow reflects upon the sacred-nes- s

of his paternal instinct; it inter-
feres with the concentration of his
property; it lessens the intensity of
the value of the family as a unit in
the community. This is in itself a
most powerful force, one acquired
with great difficulty or inherited with
great pride, and not to be disturbed,
as man has discovered, for the sake
of any fleeting emotional gratifica-
tion.

This reaction to the modern cry
for "greater freedom in love and
marriage" does not look as If It por- -'

tended the destruction of the home.
Our divorce records grow because

it takes a long time for any idea,
good or evil, to seep through every
stratum of society.

But the shifting, drifting men and
women who fill the divorce courts
have much less effect Upon the mor-
als of society than they are credited
with. They seem important only be-
cause they are conspicuous. As a
rule they have neither place nor
power in a community except to
spoil the census returns!

The ambitious,
just-avera- citizen wants some-
thing quite different. He wants to
build a monument to his own pros-
perity, and whether he stops to
think of it so or not, he is working
to that end when he directs the best
of his energy to the 'permanence of
the family and the perfection of the
home.

(Woman's reaction to the "Ajttack
on the Home" will be the subjact oi
the next of these articles.) -
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