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BASEBALL-SPOR- TS OF ALL SORTS BOXING

AMATEUR BALL FANS WATCH
TOLEDO MEETING

By Mark Shields
Several- ambitious young ball-

players would like to know what
MaCnager Fred Mitchell of the Cubs
is thinking as his train bears him to-

ward Boston. Mitchell left Chicago
last night with a definite idea on
some releases of veterans and re-

cruits.
He expects to cut ten or a dozen

men from the swollen roster before
the club leaves for the training camp
in California. Waivers have already
been asked on several, including

pitchers, and at leaBt one
catcher. No names are positively
known, because of the league rule

I which prevents the giving of names
of players on whom waivers have
been asked. -

From' a smother of talk of trades
Mann, Williams, Flack and Woler
have emerged safely, and it is prac-
tically a certainty that' all four gar-
deners will start the season. From
that quartet will be picked the three
men to work regularly, and condi-
tions now favor the first three, the
same outposts who performed last
season on the North Side.

The future of amateur baseball, as
a nationally organized sport, will be
decided at a meeting of delegates of
a score of cities at Toledo Jan. 19.

There are a number of important
questions to be discussed at this
meeting which will 'decide whether
the association is to represent ama-
teur or semi-pr- o ball and whether
tjhe name "National Federation of
Amateur Baseball Clubs" is to' desig-
nate a jiational or sectional organi-
zation, s

There is a movement on foot fo
make the organization sectional,
that is, to include teams east of the
Mississippi and north of the Ohio.

Those who favor this plan sug--,

gest that Southern, Middle-Weste- rn

and Pacific coast associations might
be organized along similar lines and
postseason series could be played
between the sectional winners to de-

termine the national championship.
The advantages of such a system,

its backers declare, would do away
with long railroad jumps, which are
seldom profitable and often produce
a big loss for the teams paying ex-

penses.
Attendances, it has been shown,

are seldom large at preliminary ex-

hibition games, but for final games
to decide championships it is usual-- 1

ly not a difficult thing to obtain ex-

pense money.
The question of semi-pr- o teams

probably will be raised by smaller
cities represented.

There have been claims that while
Some teams have used only pure
amateurs, others have employed pro-
fessionals, resulting in complete and
sometimes ignominious defeats for
the amateurs." The president of the federation is
Clayton Townes of Cleveland and
the secretary Tom Nokes of Johns-
town, Pa.

Cities to be represented at the Jan-
uary meeting are Pittsburgh and
Johnstown, Pa., Canton, Cincinnati,
DaytonrsCleveland, Columbus, Tole-
do and Akfon, O., Detroit, Louisville,
Chicago, New Orleans, Des Moines
and Birmingham.

Joe Tinker is in Columbus today
to attend a meeting of stockhplders
of the American ass'n club. The
final papers transferring control of
the team' to the ex-C- boss may be
signed this afternoon.

Kid Williams, bantamweight cham-
pion, is- - favorite over Pete Herman
in their fight in New Or-

leans tonight but the latter has
some strong backing. Williams has
an excellent opportunity here to
close the flood of criticism that has
run toward him since he was tech.- -
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