
THE PUBLIC FORUM
AT SIEGEL-COOPER- 'S Your ac-

count of Marshall Field & Co.'s fail-

ure to give Xmas bonuses to their
employes leads me to inform you the
firm of Siegel, Cooper & Co. aoted in
a similar manner, with the exception
that we did not even get a card of
thanks.

Please do not keep this a secret,
but let the customers of "the Big
Store" know the truth, as some may
be harboring the delusion that we
were remembered, but such was not
the case, as investigation will prove.
Show 'em up, too. Employe.

HIGH COST OF LIVING. -- - With
the oncoming of the winter the high
cost of living becomes more acute
because it tells very much on the
toilers' pocketbooks.

The poor man feels them both, the
grip of Jack Frost, who threatens to
bring chill and discomfort to his
dwelling, and the grip of the coal
barons. While the temperature is
going down, the prices on life ne-
cessities are going up daily. They
always climb upward, hitting the
highest marks on record.

If the terrible carnage in Europe
is to blame for the rise in life com-
modities (as some interests assure
us that this is the case), then why
not put an embargo on foodstuffs to
the belligerents. The burden of the
high cost of living attributed to the
war prices falls most heavily on the
lot of the American workingman.
The ed prosperity that we
have experienced in this country
since the war began brought im-
mense profits to the millionaire mu-
nition makers, the foodstuffs exportr
ers, etc. The salaries of the work-- ,
ers have advanced very little, any-
how not in comparison to the ad-
vancing of the food prices. These
are all well-kno- facts and every
fair-mind- person should ponder on
them.

The recent talk in the newspapers

about having congress pass a law
forbidding the exportation of food
from this country has quieted down,
for an uncertain reason.

The. high cost of living issue is
very serious, and it interests the
minds of many people, and I think
that The Day Book which always
stood for everything fair and square

ought to raise it high and broad, so
as to arouse the attention of our leg-

islators to it Louis Goren, 3040 S.
Keeler Av.

TRUE FUNCTION OF GOVERN-
MENT. The true function of gov-
ernment is to establish equal free-
dom for all. Extensive voluntary co-

operation by individuals cannot do
this because such an agreement
among enough individuals to estab-
lish a just and equitable land tenure
is impossible.

A single kicker against a voluntary
agreement destroys the machine. A
refusal by one to accept the true
system of land tenure necessitates
the use of force of some kind to com-
pel him to abide by the agreement
and submit in that respect to the will
of the majority. But this does not
affect his equal freedom. He but
submits to the law of nature which
is equality in association.

To find the true function we must
seek the things that demand the co-

operation of the whole. The primary
things are land tenure highways, po-

lice for the maintenance of order,
and such other things as experience
shows are necessary to prevent the
invasion of our equal rights.

Such freedom as I think Mr. Vin-
cent has in mind would make any
sort of civilization impossible. Mo-

nopoly would arise whenever any
voluntary consent is given for any
one of the free to take possession of
any part or parcel of the earth ana
say "This is mine. Keep off!"

Every other individual on the earth
has an equal right to the use of this
parcel. Monopoly is there. If the
voluntary agreement provides that
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