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BASEBALL SPORTS OF ALL SORTS BOXING

AFFILIATION OF PLAYERS WITH
LABOR ONLY TALK

By Mark Shields
Since the initial yarn that the

Baseball Players' Fraternity would
affiliate with, the .American Federa-
tion of Labor there has been no agi-

tation along that line, and It is high-
ly improbable the matter will go any
farther.

The athletes would be the sole
gainers through 'such an affiliation
and the labor men would merely be
catspawa for the players. They Would
be asked to boycott the ball parks in
the event of a strike through sym-
pathy with their fellow workmen.

Thus the workingmen would be
deprived of considerable pleasure,
withouT the assurance they would
receive similar support from the
players in the event of trouble be-

tween baseball magnates and real
workingmen.

If a maenate should haVe trouble
with his carpenters it is not likely.
the ballplayers wouia go on saiKe
through sympathy. Not much, and
no one seriously considers such a
feature.

This strike talk furnishes plenty of
"baseball discussion through a dull
winter, but it is doubtful if it will
furnish further developments. Dave
Fultz is going ahead, suspending
men who sign their contracts and
presenting a warlike front, but the
grievances of 4the players are not
enormous, and to the lay mind they
seem to be stirring.up more trouble
than conditions warrant.

Minor players are justified in de- -.

manding training expenses and
should receive them, but the rest of
the grievances do not amount to a
grea deaL The whole affair should'
be settled amicably for the good of
the game. It cannot stand many
more, knocks, not having yet recov- -
ered from, the Federal league war.

Where Fultz and the fraternity got
in wrong with the players and a por-
tion of the public was during the
Federal league war. - Then Fultz
frowned on those fellows who leaped
to the Feds. In that instance the
athletes had a concrete chance to
better themselves, and took it.

But they went without support
from the fraternity and were consid-
ered beyond the pale. Many of them
are bitter against the frat for this
reason. Members of the Cubs who
were Chifeds have no love for the
frat and any trouble Weeghman
may have with these athletes is not
because of their devotion to the in-
terests and aims of Fultz.

That Fed war was as near a play-
ers' strike as we shall ever have, and
in that instance the fraternity
frowned on the men who were bet
tering themselves. Indirectly, these
jumpers raised the salary of every
man in baseball who wasn't under
contract, for they brought about
wartime salaries. '

--The Western Golf ass'n is prepar-
ing for a fight with the national or-
ganization over interpretation of the
amateur rule and it is possible the
two bodies will go to work under dif-
ferent regulations. In this vicinity
the strictness with whicl the ama-
teur rule is enforced by the national
body is not approved.

This is another outgrowth of the
Francis Ouimet case. The Brookline
star is selling golf material and is
branded a professional for the rea-
son by the national ass'n. But Chick
Evans, writing 'golf articles for the
Chicago Examiner, still holds his am-
ateur standing and is the amateur
champion.

If Chick's name was John Smith
and if-h-is golf experience was con-
fined to making one of the gallery, it
is not likely his literary efforts would
be so highly regarded. "The manner
In which the national body differen-
tiates between pros and amateurs is
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