
government has no alternative con-
sistent with the dignity and honor
of the U. S. but to take the course
which in its note of the 18th of April,
1916, it announced that it would take
in the event that the German govern-
ment did not declare and effect an
abondonment of methods of subma-
rine warfare which it was them em-
ploying and to which it now proposes
again to resort.

"I have therefore directed the Sec-
retary of State, to announce to' his
excellency the German ambassador
that all diplomatic relations between
the United States and Germany are
severed and that the Amerfcan am-
bassador at Berlin will be immediate-
ly withdrawn in accordance with this
decision to hand to his excellency his
passports.

The president said that notwith-
standing this unexpected action of
the German government he does not
believe that it is an intention of the
German government to do in fact
what they have wanted and will feel
at liberty to do, but he says that if
this confidence on his part of the so-

briety and prudent foresight of this
purpose should prove unhappily un-
founded and if American ships and
American lives should in fact be sac-
rificed by their naval commanders in
"needless contravention of the just
and reasonable understandings of in-

ternational law and the obvious dic-
tates of humanity, I shall take the
liberty of coming again before the
congress to ask that authority be
given me to use any means that may
be necessary for the protection of
our seamen and our people in the
prosecution of their peaceful and le-

gitimate- rights on the high seas. I

can do nothing less. I take it for
granted that all neutral governments
will take the same course."

President said he does not desire
any hostile action with German gov-
ernment We are their sincere
friends and desire to remain at
peace. We will not believe them hos-

tile until we are obliged to do so.

"We wish to serve no selfish ends.
We think merely to stand true alike
in thought and action to the imme-
morial principles of our people.

"We seek merely to vindicate our
rights to liberty and justice and their
unmolested life. These are the
bases of peace, not war. God grant
we may not be challenged to defend
them by actual wilful injustice on
the part of the government of Ger-
many."
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ILL. NAT'L GUARD CO. ORDERED

BACK TO FT. SHERIDAN
Rockford, III., Feb. 3. Soldiers of

the Third Infantry, Illinois national
guard, who are at home here on fur-
lough, were notified by telegraph this
morning to return at once to Fort
Sheridan. The break with Germany
probably will halt inedefinitely the
mustering out from feedral service
of the troops. The regiment has just
returned from the Mexican border.

FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS GUARD
AGAINST BOMB PLOTS

Washington, Feb. 3. The state
and justice departments are

to guard against possible
German bomb plots in this country.

This was the interpretation placed
today on a brief conferende between
Ass't Att'y Gen. Warren and Coun-
sellor Polk of the state department.
Afterward, however, the parties re-
fused to discuss the nature of their
conference.

WAR BRIEFS
Norfolk, Va. United States offi-

cials of the customs bureau and the
navy department today boarded the
interned' ship Appar, brought into
port by a German prize crew and for-
mally took possession.

New York. The Austrian freight-
er Himalaya, interned in Newark
bay has had her cylinder heads re-
moved and her engines smashed by
crowbars, according to reports of
neutrality officers.
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