
SECRECY OF SCHOOL BOARD RECORDS AN
ISSUE IN M. V. L. REPORT

Secrecy of public schools finance
records the closed door and the ab-
solute "No Admittance" sign to the
public, as a regular, established po-

licy of the board of education since
Jake Loeb became president is dis-
cussed in the report of the Municipal
Voters' league, out today.

"Access to financial records" has
been forbidden .aldermen by the
school board and the M. V. L. is tak-
ing the stand that such records ought
to be open'to everybody and the al-

dermen for and against the Jake
Loeb policy should be known. Says
theM. V. L.:

"The council in the summer of
1915, after talk of a school fund de-

ficit had led to an inquiry into the
school board's financial affairs by a
committee of the council, passed an
order requiring the board of educa-
tion to give access to its financial
records for this investigation. The
vote by which this resolution passed
was 49 yeas to 19 nays, those voting
no being: Norris, DePriest, Martin,
Pettkoske, Culjerton, Mulac, Smith,
Lawley, Szymkowski, Walkowiak,
Bowler, Powers, Miller, Geiger, Bau-le- r,

Ellison, Hrubec, Rea, Toman.
"Since that time the courts, con-

trary to the opinion rendered by the
corporation counsel, have sustained
the contention of the council that it
has the right to investigate the finan-
cial affairs of the school board.".

Wm. R. Fetzer, Republican candi-
date against Aid. Merriam in the
Seventh ward, is attacking Mer-riam- 's

public schol record. Merriam
voted for opening books of school
board and getting at all facts and
figures on real estate leases and
sites, all building and supply con-

tracts and all personal expenditufes.
Fetzer attacks this policy as the
work of the Chicago Federation of
Labor and the Teachers' Federation.

"I do not believe the city council
should seek directly or indirectly to

manage the public school system by
packing the board of education,"
says Fetzer. "The city council has
its own duties to perform and its suc-
cess in taking care of the duties of
government has not been sufficiently
marked to warrant its assuming con-
trol of the public school system."

Oscar DePriest, leading supporter
in city council of the Jake Loeb
school board policy, is declared by
the M. V. L. to have finished his first
term with "bad record." "No alder-
man in Chicago's history piled up a
more notorious record in so short a
time." Among other things he "voted
against compelling school board to
disclose facts about its finances."

John C. Kennedy is classed up as
"so intelligent, honest and whole-
hearted that no personal criticism
has even been suggested." Kennedy
was "one of the leaders in the effort
to establish legal right of council to
obtain information concerning the
financiar"affairs of the board of edu-
cation ; had a large share in the care-
fully and intelligently-prepare- d re-

port recommending reorganization
of the school system."

Aid. Buck of the 33d ward has done
a harder two years' work than any-
body in the council, according to the
space given his record by the M. V.
L. He is rated as "essentially clean
and honest, a fearless hard-hittin- g

democratic man, eager to let daylight
in on dark places; one of the most
effective and valuable aldermen."
The public's memory is refreshed on
Buck's enemies who include not only
the Loeb-Holpu- element of the
school ioard, but others. Says the
report:

"Buck supported Second Deputy
Funkhouser against the efforts of
Chief Healey to cripple his work; led
fight which resulted in judiciary
committee and council voting for re-

moval and prosecution of Boiler In-

spector Nye.; Ms aldermanic ancLjDre-- :
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