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A VOTE ON THE WAR. Being a
constant reader and admirer of your
little, but very trustworthy paper, I
am going to appeal to you for help,
for I am strongly convinced your
heart and sympathy is with the
working class, and I also believe you
will do everything in your power to
avert war with Germany or any oth-
er country.

It would please me very much if
you would write a letter to President
Wilson asking for a vote from every
American citizen on this dangerous
question.

I am not a coward, I will fight for
my fellow workman, for his family
and my own, for his interests and
mine, but when it comes to going to
war and killing a workman of anoth-
er country I say "No." Let us have
a vote on it and I believe there will
be no war, as humanity is too far ad-
vanced in our great American people
to allow such a terrible thing to come
to pass. Claude J. Williams, 2119
Greenwich St.

Cochran's Answer. President
Wilson doesn't want war with tier-ma-

any more than you do. fie is
outplaying the jingoes now just as
he did when they demanded war with
Mexico. He doesn't hate the German
people any more than he hates the
French people. He doesn't want to
send American boys over the sea t;o
kill their German brothers. I have
no objection to a referendum, but I
am willing to trust Wilson. He loves
peace as much as I do, or you do. He
is dealing with a war-ma- d world, and
is dealing with rare wisdom and po-

litical sagacity. He will avert war if
humanly possible. If he gets us into
it his purpose will be to bring about
an early peace. He has a tough job
on his hands, but he knows the peo-
ple want peace. Trust him N. D. C.

IDEA, I cannot agree with your.
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editorial in The Day Book favoring
municipal elections.

Such a scheme is dangerous to our
civic development in that it has one
fundamental fault the removal of
organization from politics. Organi-
zation is as necessary in the field of
politics as in that of finance and
labor, and 'is particularly important
in politics owiing to the form of our
government

In Chicago we elect a mayor,
clerk, treasurer and 70 aldermen.
Any power seeking to enact into law
a policy or even a single measure
must control these officials, and not
only these, but the state government,
so as to prevent their efforts from
being nullified by legislative or judi-
cial action. To do this, organization
is necessary, not only to win these
offices, but to hold and maintain
them when won.

This element the party system sup-lie- s;

the faults usually laid to its door
are not peculiar to it as a means of
organization, but are those which
organization intensifies. They are
inherent in modern society and are
merely brought to the surface by the
party .system, for one cannot expect
that parties like the Republican and
Democratic, which represent an in-

dustrial system founded on greed,
can be any better than the system
they represent. On the other hand,
the party system can be used to or-
ganize and unify public sentiment in
the cause of righteousness, not along
lines of personalities, but of princi1-ple- s,

and as such it deserves a place
in our public life.

This element of organization,
however, cannot sup-

ply. 3y its system of independent
candidates it prevents that unit
wherein is strength on issues which
we have in municipal politics, wheth-
er as branches of national issues,'
such as the wet and dry, or labor and
capital, or as local controversies,
such as the traction issue, the gas is-

sue, etc. It confuses the voter by
substituting for the party denomina- -
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