
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES READY
FOR RELIEF WORK

Rome, Feb. 9. Vatican sources
today saitf Holland, Switzerland and
the Scandinavian countries had
agreed to undertake relief work now
carried on by the United States in
Belgium and parts of France occu-

pied by German forces, in the event
of war between America and Ger-

many.
o o

NEUTRALS AND BERNSTORFF
WORK TO AVERT WAR

Washington, Feb. 9. In the face
of the German at campaign a
tremendous move to
keep this country at peace is now
proceeding.

With what is believed to be the se-

cretly tacit but wholly informal sanc-
tion of this government the move

developed along three lines,
namely:

First, efforts of neutrals con-

fined now to almost all neutrals, ex-

cepting the United States to have a
conference called at Madrid, with a
view to confining the war to its pres-
ent limits and if possible to get se-

cret or public assurances from Ger-
many that, although she does not re- -
scind her "barred zone" decree, she
will not harm American or other
neutral rights.

Second, an effort by this govern-
ment to avoid a break with Austria
by having Austria modify her en-

dorsement of Germany's undersea
campaign; and,

Third, and last, the expected ef-

forts of German Ambassador von
Bernstorff to preserve peace after he
reaches Berlin, provided, of course,
the "overt act" has not been com- -.

mitted by Germany by that time,
w (This, apparently, is an independent

f move on Bernstorff's part, though it
is admitted it can scarcely fail to
meet with this government's ap-
proval. )

Rumors of this ce "peace
maintenance" plan have been preva-
lent for several days, but not until
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today did the full extent of the move
become known.

The two big trump cards are the
secret moves of neutral diplomats
here to stall off war between the
United States and Germany and tne
German envoy's known and aggres-
sive desire to preserve the peace for
which he has long struggled.

o o
FEAR FOR GIANT LINERS IN

SUBMARINE ZONE
New York, Feb. 9. The White

Star liners Baltic and Adriatic, the
largest ships which have defied the
German submarine decree since the
five-da- y period of grace ended and
attempted to run the new "blockade"
i England, were subject of conflict-

ing reports in shipping circles today.
One report was that 'the Baltic,

which carried 44 passengers, among
whom were two Americans, had
safely run the blockade and reached
Liverpool and that the line ' officials
were withholding announcement.
The more general report was that
sheiad not yet arrived. The last re-
port from the Adriatic was that she
entered the danger zone last night.

o o
AMERICAN LINE UNABLE TO GET

GUNS FOR SHIPS
New York, Feb. 9. Unable to find

guns with which to arm their ships,
officials of the American Line today
said the sailing of the St. Louis is
just as indefinite as ever. Numerous
attempts to get guns from American
manufacturers has brought the re-
sponse that they will have to come
through the United States navy, as
all guns now being made in this
country are for foreign governments.

Numerous applications from for-
mer gunners for work on the liners
have been received, but they have not
yet been acted upon.

o o
Lima, Peru. Formal protest made

to Germany today by Peruvian gov-
ernment against sinking by German
submarine of Peruvian sailing vessel
Lorton.
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