
Trib undertook was the one backed
by big business to force workers into
the fight if there should be one.

The Trib didn't wait for war, but
it started in yesterday, talking about
"slackers" and showirig the war de- -,

partment how to enlist men. The
Trib seemed to think it was the war
department itself.

It overstepped itself and quoted an
W army captain on something he didn't

say and then trouble started. A neat- -
ly typewritten statement from the
army office, issued yesterday after
the Trib had said the new slogan
would be "No Slackers" and the Eng-
lish would be made to look cheap by
the way American workers flocked to
war to get killed, read something like
this:

"In reference to a statement of a
certain newspaper of the 9th inst, I
advise that at no time has this office
or this service, so far as it appertains
to this office, criticized any foreign
power in its recruiting methods.

'The statement that no slackers'
would be used as a rejruiting slogan
is incorrest, as it is not the policy 'of
human intelligence to insult or infer
insult in asking of a people some-
thing which requires the highest
courage, and the highest ideals, viz:
enlistment in the United States Serv-
ice.

"I regret that it is necessary to
make this statement, but publicity
such as that in question which ac-
credits to this office the use of ad-
vertising which infers the lack of
courage on the part of any partic-
ular people, not only hurts the army,
but is not for the benefit of the na-
tion. - P. P. Kinney,

"Captain, .Commanding District."
Then as though that wasn't

WNfc enough insult for our foremost news-- r
man. the Journal

hopped on the Tribune like this last
night:

"Above all, men on whom the re-

sponsibility is cast should not be
harassed by ignorant scribblers and
babblers, in office or in the press.

"As a 'sample of criticism to be
avoided, take a case which occurred
in this city during the disturbances
on the Mexican border. A writer in
a highbrow paper attacked the man-
agement of the army under the Wil-

son administration, because, explain-
ed the superficial scribbler, 'the
horses supplied (for the artillery) did
not fit the harness.'

No one outside of a comic opera
ever heard of buying horses to fit
harness. Every farmer's boy knows
that the fitting is done the other way
around. Yet the paper which perpe-
trated that masterpiece of absurdity
still holds itself up as the competent
critic of all military affairs, and al-

ready is telling the government what
to do in the trouble with Germany.

"Let us have done with such wan-
ton stupidity. The American people
have been at great pains to choose
and grat expense to train a corps of
officers in army and navy for just
such emergencies as this. Give those
men a free hand and hold them re-

sponsible for results. Do not pester
the fife out of them with imbecile
criticism and yet more imbecile ad-

vice." i
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BUILDING TRADE WORKERS
OF CITY MAY STRIKE

Strike of all building trade work-
ers employed by the city will be
called Wednesday unless the finance
committee meets demands presented
today.

When budget was cut, 600 build-
ing trades workers were laid off.
Complaint is not against this, but
against fact that number left was
felt inadequate to care for work to
be done and men of some trades
were asked to do work that was vio-

lation of union principles and agree-
ments.

-- While at it, the Building Trades
Council wants to make the city com-

ply with certain wage and working
conditions that it agreed to but never
met.


