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BASEBALL SPORTS OF ALL SORTS BOXING

CLUB OWNERS BREAK OFF WITH

PLAYERS' FRATERNITY

By Mark Shields
Baseball's strike of players is

about to die The Nation-
al league has severed relations with
the Baseball Players' Fraternity and
the American league undoubtedly
will take the same action when it
meets in New York.

The parent major's action means
it will have nothing more to do with
the players as a body, but will deal'
with them as individuals. An agree-
ment made in Cincinnati in 1914,
when strike was first preached, is
done away with.

While the magnates were severing
affairs with the players, Manager
McGraw of the Giants was having a
session with Dave Fultz, president of
the players' body. What Fultz had
to say must have strongly impressed
the Giant manager, for he tried to
appear before the club owners with
the result of his conversation. It is
also understood that Fultz wanted
to talk to the owners today.

-- Digging for the meaning of all this,
it is probable Fultz had come to a
realization of the fact that a strike
was not the popular move now and
would not receive support from the
fans. Conditions in baseball are not
ripe for any action that will give the
game the slightest set-bac- k.

This is especially true of the Na-

tional league, which, even with its
greatest strength mustered, does not
look to be a powerful organization
for the coming campaign. Critics are
pointing to the New York Giants as
a wonderful team, and declaring it
will run away with the flag.

But the Giants are full of temper-
ament, there are several stars who
possess exaggerated egos, and they
are not apt to pull together. An if
the Giants do not come 'through,
what can be expected of other clubs.

It is a fairly safe bet that the ma-

jority of players now unsignecT have
turned down their contracts because
of salary differences and not because
of any fraternity loyalty. Some of.
them were working under war-tim- e

contracts, swollen beyond all reason.
They have been given reductions that
were inevitable.

Admittedly, some have been cut
beyond what they should have been,
but their differences can probably be
adjusted.

Grover Alexander, Philly pitching
star, is a jold-o- ut solely because of
money, and Alex is one fellow who
has something on his side. He has
been getting $8,000 a year, not due
to any wartime contract AXex was
the star of the National league last
year. He was more valuable to his
team than any other player in the
circuit. He was the great drawing
card of the outfit. Therefore he is
justified in asking an increase.

But there are some other fellowsi
who have been getting a lot more
money than they are worth. Natur-
ally the sympathy of the fans is usu-
ally with the athlete, but this sym-
pathy will be alienated if the players
try to draw down more than they are
entitled to.

There is right on both sides of the
question. Baseball is a sport and
should be considered as such. But
from the magnate's standpoint it is
also something of a business propo-
sition and he should not be censured
if he tries to make a profit on his
investment.

Magnates during the last three
years have not been getting rich.
Those who have made money can be
counted on the fingers of one hand.
If they continue to lose, baseball will
go to the bad as a professional pas-
time. Players and magnates should
get together.

The fan is not going to stand for
constant bickering. He will remem-
ber all this winter argument whei


