
school board, that civil service is be-

ing wrecked, hog-troug-ty politics on
a par with the City Hall is prevalent,
efficiency gets the harsh and cruel
horse-laug- h, while the boasted "busi-
ness" administration of Jake Loeb is
a backroom, underground tunnel af
fair with a system of passwords and
secret like a gambling house.

A subcommittee of seven, repre-
senting a committee of 21 civic or-
ganizations, bring two indictments
against Jake Loeb administration.
These are (1) that a promised pub-
lic hearing on the appointment of a
supervisor of community centers,
vocational guidance and school
lunches was denied, and (2) five nati-

onally-known specialists in com-
munity center work tried to find out
whether there would be a civ serv-
ice examination for the position and
got nothing but the icy mitt and
stony stare.

Mrs. Harlan Ward Cooley, presi-
dent Chicago Woman's club; George
Hooker, secretary City club; Grace
Abbot, secretary Immigrants' Protec-
tive league; Amelia Sears, secretary
Woman's City club; John R. Rich-
ards, Thos. W. Allinson, and Allen
Hoben, chairman of the committee,
are signers of the open letter to Jake
Loeb. It readsr

"Since ours to you of the 10th
inst., certain events have happened
which seem to demand this further
communication:

"We wish first to call attention to
thefact that the pending recommen-
dation for the appointment of a su-
pervisor of community centers, voca-
tional guidance and school lunches
has been so managed, and apparently
with deliberation, as to prevent a
committee hearing at which citizens
interested in this subject might be
heard. The recommendation appears
not to have been presented first to
the board of education and then re-

ferred by the board in open session
to a committee, thus giving public

notice so that citizens desiring to do
so could be present at subsequent
committee consideration. Instead
the recommendation appears to have
been presented by the superintendent
to the chairman of the community
center committee, who declined to
have it considered by bis committee,
whereupon it was presented to the
school management committee, and
then sent by that committee with its
approval to the board. It thus passed
committee stage without actual op-

portunity for citizens interested In
this subject to be heard concerning

"When protests began to be sent
in, the vice president of the board
invited the president of the Chicago
Woman's club to have representa-
tives attend a meeting of the school
management committee to be heard
on this matter. Two representatives
attended and the matter was not
brought up by the committee.

"The undersigned committee sent
on the 10th inst. to Mr. Lipsky, chair-
man of the committee on community
centers, a special request for a hear-
ing before that committee prior to
the next meeting of the board. Mr.
Lipsky has advised that such a hear-
ing cannot be held. Thus the super-
intendent's recommendation is be-

fore the board without the committee
on this very subject ever having con-
sidered it, and without citizens hav-
ing any opportunity to be heard.

"The superintendent defends his
recommendation in the press ton the
grounds of business economy and
efficiency. He would place three
branches of work not related to each
other community centers, vocation-
al guidance and school lunches un-
der one supervisor to --save money.
We are glad to note that this prac-
tice of forcing unnatural administra-
tive combinations is not followed in
respect "to other branches. For
household" .arts, manual training,
physical education, art, music and
German theappropriations arc, re-

spectively, in round numbers, $254,- -


