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WHAT GOV. LOWDEN'S CONSOLIDATION BILL
MEANS THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT

This is the first of a series of ar-

ticles by the staff correspendent of
The Day Book at Springfield on Gov.
Lowden's commission consolidation
bill.

Springfield, Feb. 19. The depart-
ment of finance, as organized in Gov.
Lowden's commission consolidation
bill passed by the house last week, is
the most important of the nine de-

partments created by the bill.
More opposition was aroused by

the organization of the finance de-

partment than by any of the other
departments, with- the possible ex-

ception of the department of re

and the department of pub-
lic health.

The department of finance is em
powered in the bill to dig into the ex-

penditures and receipts of all state
departments. This, of course, was
the cause of the opposition. A num-
ber of state officials do not believe
any officials of the state government,
with the exception of themselves,
have any right to try and find out
where the money of the taxpayers is
going. However, these few officials
stand alone and the bill probably will
pass the senate with that provision
included.

The following are the duties of the
department of 'finance:

1. To prescribe and require the in-

stallation of a system of bookkeep-
ing, accounting and reporting for the
several departments.

2. To prescribe forms for ac-

counts and financial reports and
statements for the several depart-
ments.

3. To supervise and examine the
accounts and expenditures of the
several departments.

4. To examine, at any and all
times, into the' accuracy and legality
of the accounts, receipts and expend-
itures of the public moneys and the
disposition and use of the public

property by the several departments.
5. To keep such summary and

controlling accounts as may be ne-
cessary to determine the accuracy of
the detail accounts and reports from
the several departments, and to pre-
scribe the manner and method of cer-
tifying that funds are available and
adequate to meet all contracts and
obligations.

6. To supervise the letting of con-

tracts and purchases by the several
departments, to prescribe uniform
rules governing specifications, the
advertisement for proposals, the
opening of bids and the making of
awards, to keep a catalogue of prices
current and to analyze and tabulate
prices paid and quantities purchased.

7. To examine, at any and all
times, the accounts of every private
corporation, institution, association
or board receiving appropriations
from the general assembly.

8. To report to the attorney gen-
eral for such action, r criminal,
as the attorney gent lay deem
necessary, all facts Si., .mg illegal

expenditures of the public money or
misappropriation of the public prop-
erty.

y. To examine and approve, or dis-
approve, vouchers, bills and claims of
the several departments, and such as
are by law made subject to the ap-
proval of the governor and referred
to it by the governor, and no such
voucher, bll or claim shall be allow-
ed without its approval and certifi-
cate.

10. To prescribe the form of re-

ceipt, voucher, bill or claim to be filed
by the several departments with it.

11. In settling the accounts of the
several departments, to inquire into
and make an inspection of articles
and materials furnished or work and
labor performed, for the purpose of
ascertaining that the prices, quality
and amount of such articles or labor
are fair, just and reasonable, and that


