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rKEPARE DEFINITE PLAN TO
LOWER FOOD COST

Washington, Feb. 24. Some defi-

nite plan to relieve the acute food sit-

uation in the country may be ex-

pected within a few days, govern
ment officials said today. Confer-
ences between the president, mem-
bers of his cabinet and acting Chair-
man Denman of the United States
shipping board promised to bring
concerted government action , along
different lines, immediately affecting
the food crisis.

Att'y Gen. Gregory, whose depart-
ment has been continually at work
for weeks on the high cost of living
question, promises an important an-
nouncement "soon."

Numbers of senators are known to
favor federal purchase of great food

.supplies for distribution to the pub-
lic "at reasonable prices."

Among those considering this plan
are Senators Borah, LaFollette anc
Kenyon. In event it is adopted, they
will urge the war department as the
distributing agency.

o o
SAYS TRUST IS FORMING TO

KEEP UP BREAD PRICE
Washington, Feb. 24. The exis-

tence of a trust to curtail the flour
supply and boost the price of bread
in the United States was charged by
Rep. Henry T. Rainey of 111. today.

"I base my statements upon facts
gathered in a personal investiga-
tion," said Rainey.

"At the annual convention of the
National Ass'n of Master Bakers at
Salt Lake City last summer, Pres. S.
F. McDonald of Memphis announced
that 'a campaign would be started
at once to educate the public to a

nt loaf.'
"Bread made from Minneapolis

flour is being sold cheaper in Ireland
today than it is in the United States.

Bread in the warring countries is
cheaper today than it is in the United
States.

"In a recent letter to all members,
Sec y J. M. Bell of the master bakers
tells of the increased dues for the
'campaign of education.' In the same
letter he calls the many bakers who
refused to join in price boosting
'nothing less than renegades.'

"I charge that there is a
trust in this country to keep

up the price of bread. I have sub-
mitted my facts to the federal trade
commission and am ready to testify
to them at any time."

o o
HEALTH COM'R MOVES AGAINST

CHICAGO FOOD HOGS
If Chicago is to get any real legal

action against the food hogs it looks
as if the first step will be made by
Health Com'r Robertson. The mayor
and the police, in spite of an ordi-
nance that gives them the power to
act against the forestalling of food,
remain in their trance.

'Rdbertson, with limited power, has
ordered an investigation of the
amount of food commodities that
are stored in cold storage waiting
higher prices. Police are now check-
ing up.

In this way Robertson can show
up the men responsible for the food
shortage and by a lot of unpleasant
publicity place the evidence at the
doors of thevproper authorities.

In spite of protests to the inter-
state commerce com'n by Pres. Grif-
fin of the Board of Trade, the rail-
roads are making no efforts to re-
lieve the freight car shortage. Thou-
sands of workmen have been laid off
by the roads and by the shippers be-
cause of the refusal on the part of
the roads to send empty freights to
Chicago.

o o
Toledo, O. Street car crowded

with 108 workmen bound for Willys-Overla-

automobile shops turned
over. Estimated 50 were hurt, sev-
eral probably fatally,


