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monwcdlth Edison corporations dur-
ing 1917-191- 8. "

The Thompson-Lundi- n organiza-
tion in these wards, however, is co-

operating with Jake Loebs school
board machine, backed by the Illinois
Manufacturers' ass'n, and these
forces have injected the religious is-

sue, assisted by the Chicago Tribune,
a school land lessee. Besides the
open hostility of these elements,
Buck and Merriam have felt the

SINK BRITISH LINER WITH
CHICAGOANS ABOARD

London, Feb. 26 The 18,099-to- n

Cunarder Laconia was torpedoed off

the Irish coast at 10 o'clock last night
by a German submarine.

Six American citizens were aboard
the liner.

One passenger is reported-t- have
Jbeen drowned.

All Americans were saved.
Floyd P. Gibbons, corerspondent of

;the Chicago Tribune, on his way to
London, was a passenger on me

He was saved.
The Laconia was manned by Brit-

ish officers and British crew. She
carried contraband cargo in addition
io mails.

Two hundred and seventy passen-
gers were rescued and are on their
way to Queenstown.

The Lacnia was en route from New
York to England. She is the biggest
victim of the new warfare of sub-

marine ruthlessness.

Mrs. Henry Boston of Chicago, a
daughter of Mr. and Mjb. Granger
Farwell, was on the Laconia with her
husband, an Englishman. Mrs. Bos-

ton was on her way to Liverpool to
join her two children. The Farwells
are in New York city.

London offices of the Cunard line
cabled there were no Americans on
the Laconia. This is in direct con-
tradiction to reports from the New
York office. At the Chicago Tribune
ft was stated positively that Gibbons

passenger on the sunken liner. 1

I power of utilities cash quietly slath
ered hither and yon wherever it
would do the most good to the utili-
ties and the most harm to Buck and
Merriam.

Behind each of the forces attack-
ing Buck and Merriam is a clear mo-
tive. The Thompson-Lundi- n City
Hall crowd, if nothing else had hap-
pened, could never forgive Merriam
for backing State's Att'y Hoyne at a
time when Mayor Thompson's person-

ally-appointed police chief was
under indictment for taking graft
money from professional criminals.

Jake Loeb, as school board presi-
dent, wants the school'board free
from all control by the city council.
In this he has been opposed by Buck
and Merriam, who claim that the
secrecy of operation of the public
school government is one of the cry-
ing scandals of Chicago. Financial
accounts, contracts, building con-
struction, matters of fire insurance
and real estate, sales and leases of
school land the city council is
barred from getting hold of these in
school board offices. Buck as a mem-
ber of the council schools committee
started the litigation aimed at open-
ing the school board doors and books
to find what is going on. Though
the supreme court ruled favorably
for the city council, the Jake Loeb
machine of the school board has be-

gun new suits that temporarily stop
the aldermen from examining the ed

"public" records of the
"public" schools of Chicago.

The Illinois Manufacturers' ass'n
has one of its former presidents,

Noyes, along with Alfred
Urion, chief counsel for Armour &
Co., and Charley Piez, another for-
mer I. M. A. president, all acting as
directors of a "Chicago Public
School league." The "league" has
issued statements aimed at showing
Aldermen Buck and Merriam as dom-
inated by the Teachers' Federation.
The secretary of the "league" is John

'Lovett, former associate editor of the
Manufacturers' News. He splatters
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