
"THE MIDDLEMAN IS GETTING THE BIG RAKE- -

OFF MORE POWER
SAYS ASS'T SEC'Y

BY GILSON GARDNER
Washington, Feb. 26. Is the mid-

dleman chiefly responsible for the
high cost of living. Who gets the
extortionate profit?

As applied to farm products, I
asked this question of Carl Vrooman,
ass't sec'y of agriculture.

"That," said he "is a difficult ques-

tion to answer off-ha- or even after
investigation, but perhaps I can tell
you a story which will throw light
on the subject.

"Sometime last winter a New Eng-
land grocer who had bought a barrel
of apples for $6.50 found in the bar-
rel a note from the farmer in whose
orchard the fruit had been grown,
saying: 'I got $2.50 for this barrel of
apples. How much did you pay for
it?' I don't know whether the grocer
replied to the fanner or not, but at
any rate here is clear evidence that
the distributor, whom I shall call the
legitimate middleman, paid more
than twice as much as the farmer
received for this product, and, of
course, the consumer paid even
more, for the grocer was in business
for his living and was desirous of
making his profit.

"As a rule several middlemen and
sometimes several series of middle-
men stand between the fanner and
the ultimate consumer. Because of
this system, which has grown up
through the fault of nobody in par-
ticular, the farmer very often has a
feeling of righteous indignation
when the consumer jumps on him
for riding around in automobiles and
not producing enough food for the
country. But the consumer is far
from being correct in his supposition
that the farmer is the one who is
making an unjust profit There are
cases on record like the one I have
just mentioned in which it is perfect-
ly true that the more the farmenpro- -

TO
OF AGRICULTURE
duces the less proportionately he gets
in return.

"The great problem in agricul-
ture today is not more production,

r

but better production which shall be ' (9
pi umauie 10 me iarmer. mere is no
reason in the world why agricultural
production should not be so adjusted
and regulated that the farmer will
receive a fair profit for his crops and
that the consumer will ibe able to
buy them at a fair price. Somewhere
along the line between the man who
grew the barrel of apples and re-
ceived $2.50 for them and the grocer
who paid $$.50 for them, there was "

one or more people who got more
than they should get for the legiti-
mate business of transportation and
wholesaling,

"If all farmers who grew apples,
potatoes, onions, turkeys, strawber-
ries or other crops would go directly
in boxes from farm to store would
follow the practice of the New Eng-
land orchardist, we would be in the
way of securing some extremely
valuable information which would
throw light on one of the most vital
questions in agriculture today.

systems of buying
and selling, if developed with a true
and fair regard to both producer and
consumer, will work wonders in our
social life today. I am glad that the

movement is advancing
in this country, though I am sorry
that it is not advancing as rapidly as
it should advance.

"The ultimate success of this
mnramonf Txrill mAnn tlifif" fh( farmor
will receive a better price for his toil 0!
and skill, and that the consumer
which means every one of us will
secure better as well as cheaper liv-
ing."
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