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BREAK THE BLOCKADE. Pres-
ident Wilson is right in asking con-
gress for authority to arm merchant
ships so they may protect themselves
from submarines. If we do not arm
these ships and they can't arm
themselves Germany can accom-
plish all she hoped to accomplish by
submarine frightfulness without
sinking an American ship. That is
she can establish a bluff blockade,
by scaring American merchant ships
into in American
harbors. That means a business
blockade that will back clear across
the country and paralyze industry. It
won't help the food situation, for
even if it forces us to keep all food
supplies at home that won't help men
thrown out of work by closed mills
and factories for they won't have
money to buy, no matter what the
price is.

We'd be better off, in fact, in a
state of war, for then the govern-
ment could regulate the food situa-
tion, both as to prices and distribu-
tion.

We may have to do more than arm
the merchant ships. We may have
to man the guns with gunners who
know how to shoot We may liave
to use the navy to convoy the ships
through the danger zone. But that
;wou!d be "better than- - to permit Ger

many or any other power to block-
ade our shores either with subma-
rines or the fear of them.
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SHORT ONES
Those Villa bandits demand $500

for four captured Americans. Say,
they must have caught New Mexico
newspaper men.

Tis reported that the Russians
have ordered a million pounds of er

cheese. They are about to
take the offensive.

Reading about the Youngs' domes-
tic broils, we imagine that Clara.
Kimball's movie expression of cha-

grin was got from throwing things at
Young and missing him by a mile.

Here's a sweet, a beautiful war
item: Paris is so hard up for food
that restaurant chefs have had to in-

troduce bread pudding and it's al-

ready 'very popular. War is cer-

tainly .

The queen of England sat on her
front porch crocheting. She had
more, work than she could finish in
the day. So she invited the empress
of Germany to come over and help
her "knit."
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