
THE PUBLIC FORUM
TO ADAH B. M. We have a very

kind letter for you that should in-

terest you greatly. If you want to
communicate with us all will- - be held
confidential. Public Forum Editor.

TO THE PARENTS AND THE
STUDENTS OF CHICAGO. I wish
to quote just two speeches that
should warn you to turn a deaf ear
to all military appeals. From CapL
Steever's speech Feb. 10, to the Chi-
cago Commercial club (note the
name of the organization, "Comme-

rcial-ism") : "We are now playing
the schools against each other by
creating a military rivalry among the
school boys of the different schools,
etc." Here you have a concise state-
ment from his own lips, showing you
the methods that they employ to
keep you and your children in a per-

petual state of war and strife.
Again (same place and date) from

Major T. H. Barry: "If I know you,
the members of this club, believe not
only in military camps, but in com-

pulsory military training and in com-

pulsory military service, etc., why, if
war came, we would be licked before
we could get ready, etc."

From these two speeches (and they
are not unusual) you have all the ev-

idence that is necessary to convince
you that the promoters of militarism
and commercialism are mentally the
lowest specimens of humanity, and
that they will employ the most des-

picable means to keep your minds in-

flamed and directed into the field of
warfare. For it is in this field that
militarism and society gain their
wealth and power. It is now evident
that you, the masses, must unite and
make a stubborn fight against mili-

tarism and society. It is your duty
to demand from your senators and
your representatives that they make
no laws forcing military training or
military service upon you or your
children.

The most important requisite to

our liberty is to keep our public
schools divorced completely from
militarism, politics and religion.
These are the same interests that
tell us: "Militarism and war produco
manliness and courage." Instead of
this effect, war and militarism breed
brutality and contempt for others.
There is not one redeeming feature
in war or anything pertaining to the
art of wholesale murder. Monarchies
and near republics govern the mass-
es by authority and precedent. Real
republics govern by reason and right,
not by war and might. H. H. Blan-char- d,

9 W. Harrison St

"PROSTITUTION." While the
letter in The Forum under the above
title signed by "One of Them" ex-

cites a strong sympathy and fellow
feeling on my part, I cannot concede
that even though the writer is a pros-

titute that she is able to think clear-
ly on the subject to which she seems
to have applied herself. Most preach-
ers who have made their living all
their lives at preaching are the poor-
est authorities we have on theology.

I am myself, like most men, a mas-
culine prostitute, and though I have
at times followed other more or less
lucrative occupations, banking, min-
ing, teaching, promoting, manufac-
turing, .philosophizing, etc., in order
to meet competition, I have always
been obliged to resort to the business
methods that score success for flesh
and blood prostitutes.

"One of Them" does not seem to
realize that prostitution is a social
phenomenon and that "man's na-

ture" would never function in this
manner except under perverted so-

cial, economic, religious, educational
and political conditions, that, prosti-
tution sprouts only in communities
that are otherwise perverted, that
this is one of the penalties we suffer
for having permitted church and
state to interfere with sex and mar-
riage; that nither birds, animals nor
man in his natural (uncivilized) state

1 ever had venereal diseases, that ve


