
PEOPLE'S CAS CO. TOL. "TAKE
YOUR DIRTY MONEY OUT"

People's Gas Co. Friday met the
most serious accusations ot crooked
work as yet made in a responsible
way at the City Hall against the In
sull concern.

Pres. E. G. Cowdery's statement
to the Illinois Telegraph News Co., a
ticker service, that the gas company
situation "would be quite favorable
if Aid. Merriam were eliminated, as
vote indicates," was the issue before
council gas-o- il committee.

Prs. Cowdery will be called before
the committee to explain just what
he did say and to also explain wheth-
er or how and why the gas company
is slathering its cash in various ways
to beat aldermen who won't take or-

ders from the Insull utilities crowd.
Don Richberg, counsel special gas

committee, read from The Day Book
of Thursday the reprint of Cowdery's
statement Wednesday to the ticker
news. He then read a carefully
drawn letter which says plainly indi-

cations are that People's Gas Co. is
violating its franchise pledges by get-

ting out into ward politics and try-
ing to elect aldermen who will be
dummies obedient to its will.

Until this mess is cleared up it's
useless to go ahead trying to draw
a new gas ordinance, as Richber"g
sees it. Expert Woolfolk for the
gas company read from a morning
paper a denial by Cowdery that he
said what the ticker news quoted.

Sara. Insull, chairman directors
Peoples Gas and Commonwealth Ed-

ison, will be in to,wn Monday and the
aldermanic committee can call on
him for testimony about gas politics,
was the suggestion of Woolfolk.

"Pres. Cowdery isv trying to craw-
fish," said Aid. Kennedy. "In his de-

nial Jhe is trying to square himself
with the city council. The ticker
news service might make a mistake
in quoting him. But who believes
that Cowdery and Insull want Mer-

riam elected?"
"As far as I'm concerned I will set- -

tlo with the gas company in my- - own
ward," said Aid. Merriam. "The gas
question has been in politics here for
40 or 50 years. It is a question that
ought to be handled on a business
basis and not by ward politics.

"I have my personal opinion as to
the connection of the gas company
with the recent carnpaign. If I can
substantiate some things I have
heard, will make thenr public later."

Att'y Richberg took up' the matter '9
of Corporation Counsel Ettelson's
connection with the gas company.
Richberg read a letter from Ettel-
son's former law partner, Dan
Schuyler of Schuyler & Weinfeld,
wherein Schuyler replies to aider-man- ic

queries:
"As I have been frequently con-

sulted by the gas company, I might
be looked upon as one of the gas
company's lawyers."

, A letter from Ettelson denied
with Schuyler & Weinfeld.

"It did not cover the point at all
that the firm name before Ettelson
was appointed corporation counsel
by Mayor Thompson was Schuyler,
Ettelson & Weinfeld," commented v

Aid. Kennedy.
E. W. Bemis, expert for special gas

committee, was instructed to look up.
gas company records on how much
cash has been paid the Schuyler &
Weinfeld firm as fees.

Letter read by Att'y Richberg:
"Under the instructions of ' this

committee negotiations have been
carried on for some time between
your representatives and the repre-
sentatives of the Peoples Gas Light
& Coke Co. Dr. Bemis and I expect-
ed to be able to report certahrterms
for a permissive ordinance, which
we regarded as distinctly advantag-
eous to the gas consumers of Chi-
cago. Such a report should not be .ito
made, however, until we are assured
that the company is committeed to
approval of the terms outlined to the
same extent your representatives
would be by their report While wait-
ing for this assurance, a situation


