
THE PUBLIC FORUM
RIGHTS. I am aware that we

have through custom and by law the
right to sell munitions of war to any
nation that can buy from us. But
would it not be much better and more
humane if this great republic would
drop this custom and technical rights
and say to poor, suffering and bleed-
ing Europe, 1 refuse to sell to any of
you instruments that cause so much
misery and bloodshed, for the chil-

dren in your lands are the same as
the children in my lands. .

If America was a weak nation she
could hardly take this step. It is be-

cause she is so big and so powerful
that she can afford to get out of the
beaten path of custom and prece-
dent. If America would do this, after
the war is over and the wounds are
healed the whole world would thank
her and look 'upon her as the nation
of nations.

A great many of you will say Ger-

many sold munitions to the Filipinos
in 1898. And England sold to the
southern states in 1862. What of it?
Cannot this big, powerful nation set
a precedent, or must we remain nar-
row and unprogressive and follow
precedents? To advance, nations,
like individuals, must set precedents.
Only those nations and individuals
steeped in tradition follow prece-
dents.

If some of our ancient ancestors
had not been a little bolder than his
millions of companions and set a pre-

cedent by getting down on the
ground we would still be living in
trees and dark caves. If it hadn't
been for such men as John Huss,
Bruno and Galileo, etc., we would be
afraid to move very far, as we had
been taught that the world was flat
and we would fall off, and we would
still be looking up in the clouds for
help. It was such men as these that
set a precedent against the doctrines
nf the world and told us to look
down and forward and help our-

selves. So let America set a prece

dent and stop trafficking in muni-
tions that is fast destroying the white
race. Rights are right just so long
as they do not destroy human life
and the liberties of the masses to live
in a rational way. H. H. Blanchard.

GIVE GIRLS MILITARY TRAIN-
ING. All over the United States a
general topic of conversation is the
new military training plan of Capt.
Steever's. But girls, as well as boys,
should have similar drills. Every girl
should know how to care for a
wounded person and be able to han-
dle a rifle.

Most girls don't even know how
to treat a snake bite, and how could
they be useful in case of an emer-
gency call for nurses? It wouldn't
hurt any girl how to know how to
handle a rifle. I am a girl of 17 and
can handle a rifle as well as any sol-

dier. My grandad taught me.
I am a pupil of the Lake View high

school, where the boys are being
taught military tactics. I never saw
a more sissified lot. They are afraid
of to say nothing of
rifles. They aren't all like that, but
the best in the bunch are not these
idiotic seniors, who only think of the
part in the middle of their hair and
of bullying the freshies. I wish I was
a boy. I'd show 'em.

It is too bad there are not more
Irish in this world. Just imagine
what would happen to the unpro-
tected women and girls if this coun--
try were invaded. Of course, the
men wouldn't allow anything to hap-
pen as long as they had breath in
their bodies, but it would be better if
the girls could protect their homes
in time of war.

It makes my blood boil when I see
all the advantages the boys are .get-
ting while the girls must sit back and
twiddle their thumbs. If European
women can be trained to do1 things
that count, why can't we? ,

The very people who are loudest
now in denouncing military prepar-
edness would be the loudest to de- -


