
THREE CENTURIES OF AUTOCRACY OVER-
THROWN IN DAY RUSSIA BREAKS FETTERS
Petrograd, via London, March 16.
Democracy controls Russia. Czar

Nicholas has abdicated. Grand Duke
Michael Alexandrovitch will act as
regent until czarevich becomes of
age. The empress is being detained;

an notables of old regime
have been captured and a new min-
istry of the people has been ap-
pointed.

Greatest hunt for traitors and
spies in history was on late tonight
Populace and army joined in this sys-
tematic hunt for in-

triguers.
It was their brazen activities 'that

were prime cause of downfall of ab-
solutist government

Gen. Sukhomlinoff, formeV min-
ister of war, was one of those ar-
rested. He went to join a notable
company of those whose words were
law in other days.

London. Russia has stepped from
archaic autocracy to ultra-mode-

democracy in three short days. Cost
in blood has been almost insignificant
considering immensity of transition.

Joy of allied nations was unbound-
ed today. Russia hereafter will be
animated by same ideals as her
allies.

Russia's alliance heretofore was
an incongruity. It was impossible
that there should be an effective
alliance between autocracy of Rus-
sia on one hand and democracy of
France and England on the other.
That alliance will hereafter "be ce-

mented by the powerful strength of
' coniplete democracy of all peoples'

concerned.
One feature pf revolt, indicating

widespread nature of movement and
complete popular dissatisfaction of
Russian people with old regime, was
comparative smoothness and ss

of life with which nation
made a leap over three centuries of
despotism to popular control in three
days.

Duma, army, navy and people were
united against that element of Rus-
sia which, even if it were n6t thor-
oughly n, was at least in-

efficient and corrupt
Entente particularly pleased at en-

thusiastic support of new govern-'me- nt

from people of Moscow and
other large centers no less than from
country districts.

Every confidence expressed in
British official circles that control by
people means more active and more
efficient prosecution of war against
Germany. Believed the new order
may perhaps be very step needed to
turn the scale of victory to allies.

Petrograd. Minister of Justice
Kerensky of new provisional govern-
ment, today decided upon general
amnesty to all political offenders.

war Briefs .

London. Aeroplane bombarded
Westgate without casualties early
eoday. Material damage slight

Bueios Aires. Cable communica-
tion to London via the Azores sud-
denly cut off early today. Officials
thought it might be due to an earth-
quake. Believed here line, had been
cut by German raider.

o o
' BLOW SAFE FOR $2,400
Safe in offices of Prudential Life

Insurance Co. blown during night
$2,400 in cash was missing.

o o
Washington. "Railroad strike at

this time, with food so scarce, is an
unspeakable calamity," said Jos. P.
Griffin, president Chicago Board of
Trade.

St. Louis. Packing houses here
have enough meat in storage to sup-
ply St Louis and adjoining cities for
two weeks.

Japan's offer of warship to bring
home body of Ambassador Guthrie
accepted.


